lowa-Nebraska
Gas Properhes
in State Sold

_-Bale "of the : Jowa-Nebraska
Gis and Electric compeny’s gas
distributlon sysiem -in Nehras-
ka {o the Uentral Gas . and
Electrlc - company  -of . -Stoux
Falls, 8, D, was announced yes-
terday by representativés of the
two.companiés. -

R. A Phillips, vice pmsldent
of ‘the. Bloux Falls ‘ubility; sdl
the pu.;phase Jprice. was: :{,325-
Dod. - - . 'Thlrty,,x;lpg Braska
townd a.nd clties; AHMIAAlnG" Be-
attice] will" be’atfectsd by the
'sgle:which - will:- make " them a

Electric: compmya, Sy#tem
whick now Serves 32 communi-
dies - in'* Nebiagka. .and_ . South
Dakota. L

'I'he Jowa, Nebra.ska has sarv-
ed ‘the Bestrice “arves” _approxls”
miately 25.years. It As presently
managed by F. W. Klteh, Last
Sprhm Beatrice granted ‘the

D Wtj,t 'I'hb Iom.-Nebru 8 A8
‘angd: Pq\we s
¥ It was: ptesumed at ctty m
that’ comimitinents made by o~
‘wa-Ne‘braska ‘a8 ‘to ‘rate redue-
tlons -and. sérvice- improvementa
would be - assumed - by. the new
|company, as & pa.rb ‘ot the sa.Ies
lasreement. .

&pﬂ ,;,;, 14‘-&‘1’

Lpart ‘of the - Central  Gas - a.nd'

of , Uilted, ILight_ |
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GAS CO. FILES ARTICLES

}
Capital Stock of New Concern Placed
at $150,000—NLocal Capitalists
Interesied in the Company.

The Beatrice Gas and Power
company Saturday filed articles
of incorporation in the county
clerk’s office. The capital stock of

the eompany is placed at $150,000,

and the incorparators are Cyrusz 8.
Eaton, Thomas Rice, jr., M. E,
Sprioger and R. B. Kyd. )

I'be tompany recently secured &
"franchise to operate a plant in Be-
atrice, apd work iz pow being
pushed on the building south of
Black’s mill with & view of fur-
nishing gas to local consumers as
soon as possible, The Sun has,
on a pomber vf occasions, intimat-
od that local capitalists were in-
terested in the company although

- this statement has bean contradiet.
od by the promoters of the pro-
joct.

From the list of incorporators
it would seem that R. R. Kyd is
the only Beatrice man interested
in the company but it is under-
stood that M. V. Nichols, Samual
Ripaker and others are among the
stockholders,

The officors of the company are
said to be as follows: - Mr, Lang
of Cleveland, president; R. R.
Kyd, Beatrice, vice president;
Cyrus S. Eaton, Cleveland, secre-
tary-freasurer,

The objeat of the concern is to
furnish better gas at a cheapar
sate than the City Gas compsany,

apd -if it can deliver the goods it
will be given t‘he pafronage such’
an institution deserves,

/Zm) 2o, 196 b
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INEW GAS CO. GETS BUSY

Bealrice Gas & Power Company Has
Shown Unmistakable Signs of Life
—Much Work Already Done.

The activity of the Beatrice Gas
and Power company has taken the
town by storm.

Fifty men are at work at the
plant south of Black’s mill, and
on thestreets. Ditchers, digyers,
concrete men, bricklayers, and
pipe layers—all are busy getting:
things in shape for the new com-'
pany to furnish gas to the citizens.

At the plant a cistern sixty-five
faot in diameter and twenty feet|
deep has been dug and Ruatherford
& Leo bave a force of wen walling
it with concdrete, The house for
tha machinory is also being built.

The cisiern will be used as a
holder for gas. The gas will be
turned into tha kolder through a
ten inch pipe, and will be con-
ducted from the holder to the
mains by another ten inch pipe.
IThe mains will lead up Court
gtreet, branching out st Fourth

and Sixth and-ab other streots

where business deraands it.

The ditek bas already been dug!

on Court street from Third to
Sixth apd on Fourth as far north
as Elk. Pipe bas been laid in
geveral hundred feet of the ditchies.
The vigor with which the work

Ibas been prosecuted by the new

company hag*been a pleasant sur-
priss to 4l citizens of Beatrice.
Whether the coal gas they pro-
pose to sell will be any cheaper to
the consumer than the gas made
by the old company, i8 a mooted
guestion. At any rate, we are
glad the Eaton people are invest-
ing money in the city and giving

employment to many meun.

MM!MOb
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“WORK IS PROGRESSING.

Liig Dasin at New Gas Plant About
Completed.

The work of ¢erlenting ibhe HoOT |
wi the big cistern ta be used as a gas
holder tor the BDeatrice Gas and Pow-
er company, will be completed this
alterpoon. Mr. Rice, the superintend-
cut of comstruction, in showing an
Iixpress reporter around the new
plant this morning, spoke very highly

of the way in which the local fArm
of Rutherford & Lee are carrying!
oul their c¢onotract. I

As soon az the maln bLulldlng is
completed, work on the laboratory
12 to be ¢commenced and pushed to a
rapid completion. The laboratory
and office will be a frame Luilding,
one story, 34x33.

The laboratory {s to be one of the
frest In point of equipment in the
gtate, and will be in charge of Percy
Taber, a graduate of the Royal acad-
emy of Chemistry of London, Eng-
1and. It Is the intention of 1he com-
pany to make the Beatrice laboratory
the headquarters fot all of lte busl-

" ness in .the line of chemical apaly-
sis, ; : )

E. B. Brown, in charge of the work
of installing service pipes in the res-
idence part of town, has a force of
fourteen men under him and so far
has something like one hundred and
twenty-five service pipes. Mr. Brown
s a young man who has had constd-
erable experience in this work and is
considered an expert {m his llne.

A gentleman who recently exam-
ined the plans of the bulldings and
who s thoroughly conversant with
the gas:-buslness, states that the plant
of ‘the Beatrice Gas and Power com-
pany wiil, when compieted, be one of

the fAnest in the United States.

D > 14906
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New Gé.‘;g' Plant Will Make Be:
. a.tri_p_e._ Famous Around
the World.

o S a——

FIRST PL'ANT OF ITS KIND

§ —

J. Russel Coultd¥uf the International.
Heating and ‘Eighting Compauy, ;y, .
Intervicped by The bR
o Erf
E:\_:prcss. e
LA .
Mr. J. Russell Coults of the Inters*”
national Heating '_F:'lnd Lighting com;"" :
pany, arrived in Beatrice yesterdai{‘:‘.‘
from an extended &ip through west-:
ern Canada. The Egrndica-te ol which
Mr, Coults is a member and which
has just completed a large gas works.
In this c¢ity, i3 bullding plants this
summer in the important centres ot
western Canada as well ag in a num-
ber of western American clifes. When
interviewed this morning by The Ex-)
press, Mr. Coults was rul'J‘._ gl enthual-s
asm over the wonderluly.prosperity M,
of new Canada and over the vast pos-
sibilities of the International’s new,
gas process in relation to that coun-*
iry. . . _;la
Unlimited Straw—No Coal oF Wood. &
“The wheat lands of westeri Can-iv':
ada,” sald Mr. Coults, “are capablgl®
of furnishing bread for-the ‘wh,ola_'i
Britlsh Empire. With thls as a ‘chiéf}, -
asset large citles are springing, up’ .
and & pew nation is belng builtalnt® -
reglons which untfl a few years ago’,
were regarded as a hopeless wlider-
ness. The only thing that naturs-,
falled to endow that country with .~
was an adequate fuel supply. They¥y *
have practically no wood and 1lttle}ﬂ_
‘coal of any value, That defect, how- g
aver, is not going {0 prove as oppres-‘nﬁ:
alve as has been feared, for om the’;:
plalug, there are burned and wasted .}
every fall, milllons of tons of straw. ’
Within five miles of most of thelr
cities, enough straw goea up In smoke
every year to furnish thelr citlzens
with fuel and light, and thelr indus-
tries with power. Qur new gas plants
fn that country will use straw for .
raw material as we are dolng In Be-'
atrice.” : -

Qudsy 13 1907
j)zu-f‘q Lyptieo

Ircalrice to Be Famous. Hys
)
It will be remembered that Beat- /¢

rice Is the fivst city in which the In- t&
ternational Heating and Lighting Co. %%

‘have equipped on a commerclal scaie 4}’

their process for the manufacture of -
gas from straw and corn cobs, which -

is giving such fine results.

“Beatrice should attract seme at-*
tention from the faect that your new
process is so thoroughly successful
here,” asked the reporter.

“The building of our new progess
piant bere is considered by proml-
onent gas men as of much signifi-
cance,” said Mr. Coulis. “It is at-
tracting worid-wide attention and is
arousing the greatest inlerest in the

Ly
13

L
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corn and wheat belts. Scores of men p*
have expressed a desire to visit your °

city and to inveatigate our process,
and from week to week delegations
from various parts of the country will
be coming in. IEven some of cur BEu-
ropean stockholders are planning on
a visit to your city.” '
No one wiil deny thai the cltlzena
of Bealrice have reason to be proud
of this new institution. Not only
have we a most complete and modern
gas works, but we have the dlstine-
tion of being the first ity in the
world to have a plant which malkes
zas from straw, cobs, stalks and oth-
ar gramineous products. Those who
have seen the new gas burning must
idmit that a more beautlful lumi-
aous lighl was never seen and those
wxho are using it for cooking and oth-
er fuel purposes lavish uustinted
praise upon I3 intense heat. At the

*
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spme time it meets all domestic needs .5 ,

these bhot midsummer days, minus

al

the scorching discomfort to the in- i

mates of (he home famitiar to all
who remember the old time cook
stove and coal range.
. Economy Chictf Advantage.
The c¢hiel concern to the publle,

4

”

[

however, s the noticeable economy -

of the new process. As compared
iwlth the other citles of the arid west
wa- iafre geitting the cheapest hlgh‘
grade gas that 19 anywhere furnished.
It 1s rather startling to be informed
that while eastern experts declare
the gas to be ag rich in heat unlis
and candle power as that served In
Chicago or MNew York, the cogt to
the Beatrice consumer §5 leas than
that pald In Lincoln or Omaha. "It
is aoticeable that Beatrice people are
jnot slow to appreclate this foct and
judging by the enthuslasm expressed
on all sided the new gas is hailed as
a long sought boon to every office and
home In our city.

t
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COMPRRY WILL
EXTEND MANS

Beatrice Gas and Power Com-
pany Will Give Service
to South Side.

5 WSTALLNG  MACHNERY

Management Expects to Man-
ufacture Gas With New
Apparatus Next Satur-
day Evening.

~Manager R. R. Kyd ol the Beat-
rice Gas ang Power company, in-
forms ihe Express that gas will be
made at the plant with the new ap-
paratus hy next Saturday evening.
A force of ten mern 13 employed at
the plant installing the machinery
under the gupervigion of J. A, Me-
Collum of the (Gas Machipery com-
pany of Cleveland, 0., an exper-
ienced engineer,

As soon ag the machinery ls in-
stalled the gag company will extend
its service to South Beatrice, south
of the river. Manager Kyd states
that the company wlll then be pre-
pared to take on all consumers that
apply as the pew machinery wlll
glve the plant a capacity three hun-
dred per cent greater than [t 13 now
able to supply. .

The news of the proposed exten-
alon will be recelved with gratitude
by the residents of the eity who live
south of the river, as they have lbeen
apxlous for this service fdr some
time,

(Tt 2§ (6ot
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The Gas Company.

The Beatrice Gas and Power com-
pany- during the past twelve months
has spent $25,000 in improving its
plant in this city, Three miles of
mains have been consirucied and the
capaciiy of the plant increased from
60,000 cubic feet to 200,000 cubic
feet of gas a day. It is now able {o
give service to-all thoge desiring it.
The output of gas has increased from
30,000 cubic feet to 70,000 cubic
feet of gas per day. The nice thing
about this company is that the more
gas the people of Beatrice congume,
the more benefif is derived by the
city, as the company pays a. cer-
tain.per cent of its earnings into the
city treasury every year. Ten men
are employed regularly except wheni
outside work is 10 be done, then an'
extra force is added. Manager R.
R. Kyd is satisfied with the business
of the past year and looks for an in-;
crease the coming- twelve months,

MO?




Dr. Hepperlen Writes Open Letter
To Gage Co. Gas, Light & Power Co.

Postcard Re:ferendum on Rates Recently Inaugurated Gives
Rise to His Views Therein Expressed

an open lelter Lo the Gage County
Gas, Light & Power company, whiclk
is gelf-explanatory and kas handed a
copy to The Dalily Express with a re-
quest to publish, 1t i3 as Tellows:
Gage County Gas, Light & Power Cn,
Gentlenen: :
The convenient postal-card, on enes
side of which yon urge your rustoni-
ors 1o expross themselves in fivor of
allowing you to continue the collee-
tion of present gas rates and on the
other side of which is contained a
blunt {hreat to *'close down aur
l:iant" if obliged to carry out your
coutract wilh the citizens, shouid
have received, in justice to bhoth of
us, earlier attention.
This appears particularly  true

Dr. 1. M. Hepperlen bas addressed °'1%

wlien one noteg that you offer for fa-
vorable expresslons a “Promiss” to
I-hetter »our “service,” and are wi]ling'
to act as judges and clerks of elec-
tion, canvassing board and the
I“wlwle works” to Insure a faic count
_:md an impartial verdicl. In these
times of uplift and reform, there is
nolhing quite so popular as to “let
ithe people yule™ nnd You geemn desjr-
cus of dolng s0 on 2 peraonally con-
dueted plaw,

Ta be perlectly frank I have not
.9een tble to determine from a care-
Aul stndy of your postal, how one
having the desire to Le just to your
,company andé lo himnsel? should vote
.on the quostion. The advertisements
‘tlmt You are running jn the eily pa-
pers parport to stale faets  Dbut are
lacking in essential details thut
,Would enable ane to intelligéutly de-
,termino the question—and again,
Ipreviolls reports and records of your
rompnty awd findlngs from Investi-
!gations luto your earnings, as made
by members of the city council—as
well a5 the slatementy of ¥Oour ¢om-
bany over the signature ot its presi-
ident, shiow an entirely diflerent and
_opposilc state of lacts,
| It geems clear, under these circum-
stances,  that you would desire for
practical business—if not for moral
reazons—ito give the citizens faets
that will enable them to pass intelli-
gently on the gas rate question.

For your information as well as
that of the public, I respectinlly 'di-
rect youi attention fo the Tolawing],
things that may be found in {he rac- |-

the mind, and they
appeal to yoit to answer  or plead
venilty Lo the indictment; to-wit:

1. ‘I'hyut your entire plant includ-
‘ing merchandise stock and aboeut $30-
108} worth of experimental matesrlals
and equipment, represenled an orig-
inal  expeadilure of  approximately
$30,000.00.

2. That throngh the represenia-
tious of your president $109,040.00
was sccured on nomorlgage loan on
this property.

2. That in addition to the toan
referved to, $150,000.00 of capital
slock was jssued on the basis of this
property i3 secuvity.

4, That the ouly consideralion
given [or this slock issue was the
right 1o make gas out of straw in
Gage Counly, Nebraska,

5. T'hat on the face of these lig-
‘wres, it appears that a property that
‘zost in the neighborhood of $390,000.
is wortgaged for 29,000.90 more
Lthan it cost and that the fofal assels
af the company represented by $259,-
000.06 in stocks and boudsz, bad a
value when new of only $30,000.00,

LS CORSNmers’

nancial condition, it seems Lo me,
would call a meeting of ils stock-
lholders—put in the business about
$50,000 of new capital—or turn il
roperty over to its hond holders to
enable them to recover at least some
part of thelr investmernt. They would
in my judgment, and that of shrewd
and honest bDusiness men, preier
rueh course (o the mercenary one ol
begzing their customers to pay iu-
ereised rales,

G. Thut you now are secking to

A private business coneern In that fi-|.

maiulain & vate from 20 to 30 per
ceut higher than Lthe rats, which you
contracted witlh the cily, the presant
rale, now in litigation made possihle
by the misiake ol a former mayor in
signing  an ordinance when he
thought lie was aigning a veto,

7. 'That the quality of gas sup-
plied to consumers averages from 1
te 20 per cent lower in heat value
than you contracied with the cliy (o
aupply, making it cost the consumer
15 to 20 per cent more than the pres-
ent rateg a3 they appear on the fuce
of your bills.

Ao S
Eleciric ¥

8. That the milverlisements you
are printing in lacal papers are inis-
leading and nutrue, The cost of
manufacture and distribution of gns
inchnding cost ol all labor, material,
Bealange, deprecindtion and o reagon-

'|:1Ll]e rate of inlerest on actun! invest-

ment does nol awoii 1y e per B

cubie foot amid does uot exeecd TO0e .
ner M ocubic foct.
2. That with {he present daily

average culpnt or Y0000 eubic fesl
and the present rate, (he company is
carning i net annual profit  of ap-
proximately $15.,330.00, a sum that
cquals U per eent inlerest on $256,-
00,09 or almost 24 per cent on the
eslimate cosl of construciing a new
widl botier plant.

10, That your president in a re-
cently published stilement agver his
siguatare and upon whicl o Chicago
broker ig seeking to sell $I1,390,600
ol honds of {he Consolidated Gas &
Tleciric lLight Co.—a new company
which recently took over Lhe capital
stocl andd properly of your compauy
—staled that lhe new concern was
earning more thay Lhree tinmes the
interest charges on 15 bonded in-
debiedness.

The ubove are gome of Lhe things,
which if correct or even only approx-
imately correct, prevent me from
voting for your proposilion. T have
no doubt glhers hiave nol retnrned
your postal-card for the simne or sim-
ilar reasons.

You therefora should hasien to
put yourself right with eur cilizens
and to euse (he public miad it it §s
in ervar, by replying in one of your’
quarter page ads, to each propcsition:
seriatin. |

The people demand that you (o
this or despatch your Attorneys to
Lincoln forthwith to dismisa the ease
now pending in the courts. '

You may regain the confidence of
the people by pursiing either of
lithese honorahle ¢ourses, hut not by
dodging the issnes that your impru-:
¢ent actg have raised in Lthe minds of |
the people—uor by raising new gnes-
tions until you have made full andd
frank answer,

Very respectiully
H. M. HEPPERILIN,

Tbloyiia
sty G




anager Rice Answers
Letter of Dr. Hepperlen

Manager Thomas Rice, of the -
lighi & Power
addresses The Daily Ex- -
answer to Dv.

Gage County Gas,
‘Company
press as follows in
Hepperlen's eommunication of Thurs-
day, It explains itself:

By The Daily ‘Express I notice an
open: letter addressed to ihe Gas
Company by Dr. Hepperlen. AaAs the
gas company  has recelved no 'such

" Jetter from Dr. Hepperlen, and as {he

only information I have concerning it
ig from the.columns of the papers, [
 take it that the doclor was more con-
cerned in advertising his dlslike to
the gas company than .in trring (¢
- correct any of the abuses which he
thinks exlIst. :

It Dr. Hepperlen wlll
trouble to investigate, he wlll fino
that many.of the statements. con-

" talned in his letter.are wholly withows
o foundation and are uantrue. In fact,
the letter gigned by H. M. Hepperieu
bears-all the ear marks of a certain
" Beatrice attorney who, for a number
of years, has devoled himself to vio-
lent -attacks upon the gas company,
" and whosg -whole career-as a citizen’
of Beatrice has been that of a destroy-
" er, rather than a buflder. T am very
_much -surprised to - think that a.
~ learned geatleman occupying the po--
- gition occupied Dby Dr, Tlepperien
_ would lend his name to a letter con-
_ tailning so nany nilsstatements and
~. so_much that is unjust and unfalr.
o R certainly seems very unforiunate
.__{:pa;_ Dr. Hepplerlen_ should charge
« other people wlith making ;1roﬁtiaes
which they have never kept. This is
. & charge which nilght easily be made
- pgalpst many people who set. them-
_selves up to be immaculate.
The gas- company has nothing to
, conceal from the public or from its’
- consumers, All we ask s that we
should be granted a rate which wounld
.allow us a reasonable return upon the
~actual valuation of our properly. .
The records of the United States
Court at Lincoln contaln the sworn
. statements . of qualified englneers
‘that the present property and busi-
ness of the gas company could not be
_duplicated for less than $130,000.
Some engineers place the amount 20
* per cent higher than this. Even the
engineers who were employed by the
city in the gas company suit bhave
made and flled eworn statements that
hthe property could nob Le duplleated
Ytor less thiad “$100;000.""

FIETEEE R T

. profits, but o:_l!y a living rale.

. perlen is sald to have invesied, wt

_ig taking from the people of this vi-
' clnlty an enormous amount of meoney
- each year and spending it in build-

_personal Leneflif, the §a8 company is
_paying out to the working pecple ol
Peatrlce almost $10,000 &  year ‘In

13
take the' .
° seems to me that a man who gets so

The gas compuny asks no CTOrmous
It the
£as. COmPAny could possibly be 50 for-
tunate as lo make [ifteen or twenty
thonsand dollars o yeal, as Dy, Hep-
perlen is said to be making, and on
s0 slight an jnvestment as Dr. llep-

would be perfectly willing to lower
our rates, DBut while Dr. Hepnperlen

ing enormous houses and for his own

wlich amount goes al once

wages, :
trade, and it

inlo the channels of

mueh from the people and gives S0
"little in return as Dr. Hepperlen
“should be the last man to eriticise a
‘pubilc enterprise lilie the gas con‘{-
“pany, especially when no private indi-
vidual has had so much done-for him
‘by the gas company as has Ihv. Hep-
“perien. )

As to the statements made by Dr.
Hepperlen in his advertiscmeit, 1
wlsh to, eay that it is true that thel
gas company has about $15,000 of
capltal stock outstanding and tl_a_nt it
hos -about $106,000 of ponds ouistand-
tng. 1t is also true that 1he gas
company has never ina single year
gince it has been doing business i
Teatrice been nble to make eoough
money to pay Iis running expenses
.and pay the finterest on lts houded
debt. There has never Deen a divi-
ﬁeud of any ¥ind declared on the
capital stock of the gas company or
" upon any part thereal.
ik the gas company is only asking
the people of Ecatrice to pay vates
Tor gas that will enable it to pay s
réasot{ablc'expenses of operation and
Lo pay a falr rate of imterest on the
amount necessary (o dupilcate the
plant and business, thero is not n Ia'lr-
mibded man in the clty ot Beatrice
who caa object, and uptil the vales
recelved by the gas company are
shown to do more than thls, no man
who 15 willlng Lo be [alr can object.

 As I have stated, the bonded debt is

about $106,000, which Is more thau
$20,000 less than the present value of
the plant as fixed by conservative en-
gineers. The gas company has never
jh a single year been able to mske
enough money to Dpay i1ts operating
expenses and to pay the Interest on

bRs
thts Donded debt, 50 that the stock-
holders have never at any time re-
ceived one dollar in the way of divi-
dends, Who is there among e hen-]
est men of Bealrvice who will insist
that a public scrvice company be re-
quired to furnish service to the pub-
lic at a vate so low that it capmol
pay its runang expenses and pay at

Jenst 6 per cent an ‘the amount nec-
essary to duplicale its plant and bus-
jness, without allowlng anything flor
depreciation No one except the man:
who is ignorant of conditions or the
man who is biindéd by prejudice.

Dr. Hepperlen makes the statement

that we ave seeking Lo mainlain 2
rate {rom 20 to 20 per cent highev
than the rate named in the original
franehise, The criginal {ranchise was
Lased enlirely on a propositiod 1o
make gas out of straw and cobs,
it was found to Ube Impossihle to
do this, and the gas cowmpany was
compelled to resori to the old meth-
ods of manulfaciuring gas. Thesc |
methods were much more expensive’
The matler was fairly presented Llu
the city council. A committee of men,
some of whom were prejudiced
against the company, was appointed
by the council to investigate aud ihis
committee, after an exiensive inves-
tigation, made al the expense of the
gas company, reporied to lhe clty
councll that the gas company was ol
paying expenses, and the mayor and
council, after duly considering the
matter, and following the advice of
the city atiorney that they had &
right to raise the rate, increased the
rate.

The gaz rates in Deatrlee are to-
day ‘lower than In any clly in  the
state of Nebraska, except the clties of
Lincoln and Omaha and yet, in splte
ol this Iict and the fact thal the gas
company has never been able to pay
its operating expenses and the inted-
est on fte bonds, there are scine peo-
ple In Beatrice, who have never done
anythlug for DBeatrice, but who have
aslways been wanting Beatrice to do
something for them, who have spebl
their time for years in misrepresent-
ing the condltlons of things and en-
deavoring to create a prefudice
agalnst the gas company. .

The gas company is the only pub-
lic service company in the city of Be-
atrice that pays a franchise tax. By
tha franchise granted to it, the gas:
company each year pays lnto the city
treasury & per cent of its gross in-
come., Thls tax amounted to the fol-
lowing sums: t .
TIL0 St s $1430.92

1 Y S LR R A $1044.00
1912 .. $1601.60°




In addition to this extra tax, the
gas combzany hing paid a gencral tax as.
follows:

1910 .o $756.21
1L . $230.77
1912 .......... approximately $825.00
Addiag these sums together shows

that the gas company has pald total
taxes as follows:

I8 Loeviin i $2187.12
1911 e 31383.97
1912 .. $2426.60

We wunderstand that the personal

lax of Dr. Hepperlen fov the year
1912, including poll tax, amounts to
less Lhan $490. This seems to be a
wounderfully jow tax fior a man said to
be malking $20,000 a year,

Dr. Heopperlen gays that the gquali-
ty. of gas which we supnly te our con-
sumers averages 15 1o 2¢ per cent
less in heat value than whal we cou-
tracted to furnish to the city. 1 chal-
lenge the correctness of this state-
ment and offer our laboratories and
abny assistance that we caun glve to Dr.
Heppevlen for him to prove the asser-
‘tion he has made. Let him prove il,
or fet hlm apologize to the people ol
the city of Beatrice for making a
statement of facis concerning which
he knows pothinz. I am greatly
surprised that a man of Dr. Hepper-
leu's standing would be willing to
sign a ietter containing such state-
‘ments as thesec.

Dr. Heppevlen also stales that ouv
advartlsements are untrue and that
the cost of manufacturing gas, includ-
ing labor, material, leakage, depreci-
ation aod a reasonable rate of inter-
est on investment fs less than we
state. Again I challenge the correct-
ness of Dr. Hepperlen's atatement and
demand that he prove the same, 1
had not learped that Dr. Hepperlen
was an aulbority on gas manufac-
ture. I have always known him to be
an authority on appendlcitis, but if
ha is a gas expert, here is an oppor-
tunity for him to prove to the people
of Beatrice that bis sfatements are
-irue; . .

Dr. Hepperlen also signs a state-
ment clahining that the gas company
fnas a oet apnual protlt of approxl-
mately $15,330. This 1s ceriainly a
sirange statement to be made by a
physiclan who has never seen our
books has never Inquired as to our
assets or our Habllitles, and knows,
nothlog whatever about the facts in
the case. Agaln I say thal the doctor,
has been misinformed and that his
statement {s untrue, and agzain I
challenge hm to prove it to the peo-.

nle of Bealrice or (o apologize Lo
your veaders for his misstaiement.
The facis are, as 1 have stated,
(hat the gas company has never heen
abie to even pay interest on its $106,-
000 of bonds In addition to its running
expenses and that the nel earnings
of the company, afier the payment ol
operaling expenscs, are less than one-
third of the amount named i Dr,
Hepperlen's lefter,

Whethier the president of this com-
pany has stated thal bis gas cowmpa-
nies {af which he ix interested in
several) are earning more than three
times the Interest charges on their
bonded debi, or not  cuis nwo  figure
whalever so far ag (his discussion is
concerned, The facts are, as I have
atated, thalk lhe local gas  cowpany
does not make enough money Lo pay
interest on its Banded delit, and thix
interest must be made up from other
sonrees.

The people of Beatrice should know
trat there is a set of men in this efly
who are always “lnockers,” and who
are never “‘boosters.” Fhese men
heve never Hfted a hand to help Ba-
atrice unless they could sce some-!
thing in it for themselves, Some ol
these men have always peen fighting
the gas company, acd sone of lhoemn
have ULeen exceptlonally (friendly to
the eleetric light company. I am sur-
priced thai Dr. Hepperlen should be
willlng top class’ bimzelt with this
kind of men, Had he takea the
trouble to invesilgale conditions, 1

am surc he wouid not have done so.
All the gas company ashks is a
square deal, 1§ is [urnishing the
clty of Deatrice wills goor gzas at a
lower ratie than any other city of this
size In Nebraska. Up o this date in
its history it bas never been alble to
pay Ils expenses and G per ceni on
the amount of woeney it would be nnc-
essary to spend in order to duplicate
the plant,
-Do the fair minded, honest cilizens
of Deairice who believe in falr ilay
and wha are not actuated by any de-
sire for revenge or any des!ré tn
cripple the gas company in order to
help out some competiior think it {s
8 wise thing to drive lhe gas com-
pany into bankruptcy?

THOMAS RICE,

Teb 101912
Duty b=
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‘Gontinental Gas and  Llectric Co.
takes Over Tusiness. New System
Highly Spoken of by Expert.

Today the Continental Gas and’
Electric company of Cleveland, O.,
tool formal possession of the pro-
rerty formerly owned 'by the Iowa-
Nebraska Public Service coruora-f
tion. The work of improving and 1'e-i
constructing the system which hasi
heen going om under the supervisloni
of Engineer E. V. Capps of Blair,
will be continued. :

Beatrice will Thave an excellent
system of-lightlng when tbe recon-|
struction work is finished. ¥ H.
*Brown, formerly enginecr for the
Lincoln Traction company and now
manager ol the Red Oak, Ta., divi-
glon of the Continental Gas and
Electric company’s business, was
in the eity . just preceding the pur-
chase of the eleclric ocmpany’s
property to get a 1rough invoice of
the property. Afler looking over the
reconstruction worlkk and the plans
for the system hLere in Beatrice he
reporied {o the company that Beat-~
rice would bave an excellent ' sys-
tem.

. He said that Mr. Capps had plan-
ned a system which, when complet-
ed, would- be the 'beat in any city
in Nebracka. He also stated that the
reconstruction - work’ was being car-
ried on in-an-excellent manner ani
that Beatrice 'was very fortumate
‘to have 8o careful and efficent an
englineer -in . -charge of the recon-
atruction work in Beatrice for it
tnesured the efficiency of the sysiem.

l 1‘?!‘7‘—-
Lo G



MANAGEMENT OF GAS COMPANY -
. ANNOUNCES WILL CLOSE DOWN;
" PLANMIDNIGHT OF JUNE

Result of Fallure of Clty Commjssmners to Grant [n
In Rates Asked for Temporarily to Meet Increasé
P Cost of Coke and Qil—Causes, Sensation

=

As a resuit of the refusal of the
icity commissioners to grant an in-
crease in rates asked for by the
Gage County Gas, Light & Power
ccmpa.ng, Manager Thomas Rice an
nounced this afternodn that the
company will close down its plant

The company filed a petition wilh
at midnight Wednesday, June 12..
the city commissiobers some manths
age setting forth that it had heen
operating at & loss for over tiwo
years owing to increase in the price
of coke, oil, etc . A temporary in-
crease in rates of fifteen per cent
was asked for at first The action
not being favorably acted upon, al-
though dn audit of the company’s
books by F. E. Wheeler showed that
the conténtion of the company that
it was operating at a loss*was cor-
rect, an attempt was made to ge-
cure -individual contracts with con
sumers caliing for an increase of
twenty pet cent.

The subsequent mass meetmg of
cansumers and ils proceedings are
familiar to Beatrire residents, the
commissioners tabling a request of
a committee of cilizens that action

At

i o

i be talien in the matter 4t oy
A formal notice of ‘the e
of the company to close‘
plant on June 12 will' b i
sonsumers and a statemen
o be made through_the’ news
It was stafed some time,
the company was “in” azn
where some relief must'bef
 Failing * to secure  this :
only course is the ClOBl_
the plant. - -
Pays Franchise: Tax
A cheék of $941.50, the
‘due the city from the gas
on its franchise tax  for ik
year, was ‘paid to the.
this afternoon. If the orde
down the plant i is carnecl 40
will be'the last . payment; i
will receive from tie .com
Nothing Teo 8ay -
Asked as to what, idction "t
would take, in .the: ma.tf
--Heflellinger and City Com
Weigel informed- an Exprés
er this afternoon, tha.t the;ﬂ;.
statement to.make at this
feriing. {o await the formal. ni
ithe gas: com.pany o

‘|icity commissioners to grant

y 'I‘ho ‘@as Gontroversy

! The announgement .of. the gas
) company that .the: lacal plant is to
Jbe closed. down at midhight, June
49 as a result of the fhilure of the
the
company permission tg increase its

‘| rates, brings the consumers of the
) cltv face to face with a serious sit-
! ua.tion

Leaving. aside aIl controversy be‘

' tween the city commissioners and
1he gas.company as to the necessity

‘1‘01 the increase asked, the gas con-
|z ‘sumers of .the cily are the people to
‘be taken into consideration in the
'matter and they insist that some-
thing be done at ‘onee to.averl the
e r]o.vu of the plant wil (¢
consequent inconveniences which
‘they will be cormpelled 1o  suffer
.shouid. the announcement of .(he
company be put into effect.

* “The geas company management
claims that. it cannat run. its. plant
at present rales, hsserling that it
thas Heen;losing. money. for-over two
"'years It gives the report ofa Beats
frice- nctoyptani-lo substantiate its
‘gtatemenis.s The ‘city commissjon:
ere seem to have little faith in the
‘company's siatements at least roes
fusing to grant the relief asked.

' As g.result tHe gas consumers ol
the- city -are: to- be -made the goat;
;md are. npw. facing tho.dilemma. of
_IQI heing compelled, to’ go  withoud
gas. Many Beatrice homes are
plped for. gas-alone, and te. pum
—chasc gloves and’ other equipmenl

tat this time’ wou]d mean sithstany

Utial - loss ,Those affecled care bhut
Tittle for. lhe controversy between
the cily and the gas company.
Thoy -are- ent:t]e& to gas service,
‘aild ghould hot for a moment ha
put to inconvenience owing lo thoe
inability of the gas company and
the city tommissioners to settle
‘thieir  differences.

I the gas corapany is unable to
fulmsh gas at the present rates;

‘high’ enougli, the remedy would ap:
‘pear, to. be, the Operatlon of ihe
plant by the city.. :

:#The gas: plant-should nol be per:

moment. Tihe gas consumers aro
I'mlchpg the:icity.-commissioners re-

onsible-for a satisfactory’ settle.
ment of present conditions. It is
-up. o, tpa city commissioners. . to
"seeito it that an agreement is en-
teréd mto whereby -service will
cormnue Ng - experiments wijl sat:
1sfy at thls time,.

I‘lns is no flme for s-tallmg The
.pepp)g want and are demanding
jactipn: "Give the:.gas company. the
“relief- asked for temnpordrily or -to
“opérate the plant. by the city.

‘and " tlie dity feels that the rate is}

: mitte.rl d0: close down dor-a -single}

Gas



MANAGEMERT OF GAS COMPANY ~ _
ANMOUNCES WILL CLOSE DOWN

PLAN MIDHIGHT OF JUNE 12

Result of Failure of City Commissioners to Grant Increase.
In Rates Asked for Temporarily to Meet Increased
Cost of Coke and Oil—Causes Sensation

Jp—
!

As a resnll ol the refusgal of the
cily commissioners {o grant an in-
creage in rales asked for by the
Gage Counly Gns, Light & Power
company, Manager Thomas Rice an
nonneesrdd  this  allernoon thatl the
eompany will close  down ifls plant

The company filed o petition with
al. miadnight Wednesdoy, June 12,
the eily commissioner: some months
ago setling forth  thatl il haad been
operating at o loss {or over {wo
years owing to increase in the price
of coke, oil, ele . A temporary in-
crease- in rales of {ifteen per cent
was askoed Tor ol firsl, The aclion
not heing favorahly aeted upon, al-
though an audit of {he company's
hooks by T 0L Wheeler showoed (hat
the contention of the company hatl
it was operating al n loss was cor-
recl, an altempl  was made 1o se-
cure individual conbracls with con
sumers calling  Tor an increase of
twenly per cent.
© The subscqueni mass meeting of
consimers and ils proceedings are
familiar o Bealrice residents, 1he
commissioners talling a request of
a commillee of cilivens thal aclion

would take in

ibhe faken in the maller at once.

A Jormal nofice of the decision
of the company 1o close down its”
plant on June 12 will he mailed to
sonsumers and o s{nfement will al:
so e mnade through the newspapers.”

I was slated some lime ago that
the company was  in a position’
where some reliel must be obtained)”
Failing 1o sccure this relief, the
only eourse is  the closing down of*
the plant, '

Pays Franchise Tax

A check of $941.50, the amount,
due the city from {he gas comparg...
on its franchise tax for the. past:
year, was  paid 1o the city clerk.
this aflernoon, If the order to close.
down the plant is carried down, this
will be the last payment the city,
will reecive from the company.

Nothing To Say

Asked as to what aclion the city
the matter, Mayor
Ileffellinget and Cily Comwmissioner
Weigel informed an Txpress repart
er this afterncon that they had ho
statement {o make at this time, pre-
ferring lo await the formaul notice of
the gas comgpany.

racue
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COMMISSIONERS R

TREADYTO

COMMERT ON GAS. 0. ma‘m

- et

No aclion has as yel lieen Laken

by the cily conmissioners relalive,
to he annommceement af  dhe  gond
conmktny nsnagenienl that il will;

close devvn jiy plaal ol nmlnulnl‘

“present monil,  {June), at which
time the gas will be shut off fo all
LCONSIMEeTS.

Owing to ihe extraovdinary war
condilions il e greal and contin-
ing inecrease in Lhe cost of materials
and labav il bas been [op Some tine

Weoeddnesday, Tune T4
'l‘i Lo W o . known o llhc cily council awd to the
e city  commizsioners  assevl ' paplie genérally  thal the company
that dlrey have no statement fo make was operaling jis plani  at a loss.

make at this iime, as the aaly no
diee they have of the plans of ibe
as company s e anmaoancrment
Jmadde ihrongh e newsphipees.
B is ammberstood thal snoiler of-
Jorl will b minule Dy Livginess mos
Ly bring the connigioners and g
n'l'llllgelnonl togelher on =pinn Wl['
of a proposition which will  pre-
venl e elosing down of the plangg
ollowing is the company’'s siaie.
ment;
To Qur Gas Consumers;

On aceount of unavoidable canses
beyond 1ts control, the Gage Coanly
Gas Light & Power eompany js, anad
for some iime has been, anable, (o\-—l
cept al- a great andd muully fnerons-
ing 1oss), to furnish gns Lo ils pal-
rons at the rates which are now, and
for saveral years  lasl pasl, have
been, in force, and as the e¢ily conn-,
il o[' Beatrice has neglected and reo-
fuseil to grant (ke company an in-
ercaso in 18 rates for gas, the com-
pany has been forced 1o decide o
shut down ils plant, as least tem-
porarily and unlil condilions are so
changed either by a  sufficient in-
crease in gas rales hy Lhe cily eoun-
cil or by a rodeclion in the cost ol
materiais and Iabor necessary  Oov
e produclion of gas 1o chahle the
company to resume the operation of
its plant )

In order to caunse as liille incon-
venience as possible w its palrens,
the company will operate its -planl
and turnish gas at the presenk rates
untll midnight of the

Lt B

12th of the -

;The actnal cost of furnishing gas (e

ils consumers exceedz, and [or some
lime has execnded, itz roneipls from
e sule ol gas wilhont laking inlo
consideralion the depreciation of its

plant ov 1he  payment of  Interedit
upan ils indebladnoess,
As is generally knawn, the ¢com-

-pany ig, and lor years has been fup-
nizbing gas o ils consumers at low-
or rates than these in othey cities
of the size of RBeatrice, situalcd in
Hnis nari. of the connlry. Wolwilh-
slanding Lhis facl, in 8&nch other ef-
ties, he loeal -anlhorilics of ~these
olher cilies have recertly genmeradly
granted very sibstantial increases
in gas rates, -

The company and also a majority
ol ils pairons, have nrged apon the
peesent ity administeation the jus-
Lice anil necessily of gmntinr sueh
a reasonabje  jnerease in gas rales,
as woildl he fale balh to Lhe com-
pany -and ils palrons, and cnable the
company to conlinne in  hushiess.
These elforls have lLacn wholly la
vain anfl ikere being no  retie! in
sight, the company is reluctantly
forcedl tn disconlinno operation at
lenst for ike time being, cormmending
with midnight on the 12ih day of the -
presenk moulh -
 In ihis connection, wo desire to
thank our palrons for the way In
which they liave gonerally stobd by
ug in our offorts to continue In busl-
ness amil gerve them,

Daled Jane 1, 1918,

The Gage Cownty QGas, Light &

Power Company.

By THOS. RICE,
Its Manager.

5f/c?1£’
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§ 'lpgetmg held Tuesdav even-
L3 rnerc;a]. club, headquar-
owin‘& % ‘séssion of the club
';resoluhons were unamm-

18 ereby copsumer;s lgof igasy
s c1ty can be supphed wrlh gas.

Hlfe a,nd Welge] were in|
nc;e at the' meetmg They
Etl- that they would act upon
ppp:imendahon of ‘the ‘meeting,
ﬁ'{br and Commissioner Hife
. for: the resolutmn, which is]

L8 aJposslble some fair me_
.‘cqstom,qrs of ga.s in. th

T q.gh the press. WLt,hiq

hip,g the physmal valuauon
.plant by the adoption.of &
roviding. “That’ the , com-t
Hiqpa procged. to Hetermine. the
j_ va],ua.tmn 01 the ga.s plant

tha]: ratgs may he ad]usted in the
future; without "the recurrence of
a situation, ike 1lhe present one.'

. The! sltuatlon was discussed invan
-earnest ;m.anner hy citizens and gas
eqnsumerg in- attendande, Among
2 fithoss' parﬁcipatmg being Gen. L. W.
Cplby, .G B. Dempster, . W. Burgess
"A'"] Sthddard, F. . Kees, E. L.
Hevelone, W. H. DeBolt, Dr. C. P
"Fail,.

: Mayor. Helfelfinger stated duri ing
‘the. meeting that he favored a plan
vwhereby ‘an- accountant” might be
placed in the office of the company
for .oné, {wo or three months in
order to‘determine the actual cosis
.ot Ihgnufacturirig gas,.running the
pl@nt efg.,.not taking into consid-
er:at.lon tile ‘report of the company

z .or I.hg apecial -accountant named by
: Lf;;e commissioners Under this plan

ctording to."the mayor, customers
 Would be' ‘bijled for the cast of manu-
[iacture at thg,end of the month.

‘The mq.yor was of the opinion that
Ehe ,representatwes ‘of the .gag com-
'paidy.shauid call at the city hall to
d1scuss the. ma.tter, but stated that
o _ eff,ort ‘had been made hy the

management to avert the present
orlsis by consulta.tlon with the c:iy

Gas



GAS COMPANY ACCEPTS CITY'S -
P;ﬂomsrnow SUBJECT TO \

Confusing Gas And

Make Valuation of Gas Plant-—ObJects to

Electrlc Proposition -

Manager Thomas Rice of tHe
Gage County Gasg, Light and Power
company this afternoon filed with
the city cdmmissioners, the comp-
‘any's answer to a pmposition made
by the city commissioners’jn a con-
ference held Wednesday . afternoon
with G. W- Manlove. and Manager
che

The answer filed by the gas com-
-pany manager .refers to certain
propesitions said to have been
made b ythe city commissioners
calling for awm sudit of the gas and
eleciric company’s- book's at the
Omalia office for the month of Apri!
1818, the Tily fo pui into effect a
twenty per cent increase in the
fates should such audit stfow thé
-cpntenuon af the gas company to
he correct that an increase in, rates
i nécéssary to avoid doing busmes;
‘gt a losa .

Aecorclmg to Mayor Hel’!emngel
and Commissicner Weigel, there
appears o be zome diffsrence be-
tween the city officials and the gas|”
company management relative to
the pmposmon submitted by the’
city. It is asserted by the commis-

sioners that the answer filed this)!

afternoop is-a counter proposition
and not an accéplince of ‘the city's

proposition,. The comm'rséione,r% .

assert- that they have - taken . the
propoaltion under consideration
and will issue’ a statemgnt Satur-
day. .

The gas compsny accepts the
proposition of the city to put into
2ffect a twenty per cent increase in
the present gas rates for & period
sf three months beginning Junel:
(918, .during that period a compe-
erit auditor to he employed to au-
lit the books of the-gas company.
ind a competent engineer to he.em-
Hoyed hy the cily, to makeya fair
nd correct valuation of the plant
‘nd’ property of said company, the
.uditor and engineer to be men o_f
vell recognized ability, such ap-
ointment to be satisfactory  to
oth c1ty and gas company. The
udit and valuation to be mede
rior to August 15 1918, and filed|
qith tfe commissioners by that

-or,whenever s&ifl rates, ﬁr

date, the commissioners,. withz‘ 3
put into_ effect an ordinance es;ab;_.,’
lishing" rates fo be charged. by‘ t;gé
gas company which rafes shil .*"
sufficient to pay the operaung'~
penses of said company, incligin;
depreciation, -and such fair ra’tu'
of said valuation of the ga,s cn‘m P
.any's plant and property 83.ig. 1
omimended by ‘the .-war™ ﬁ'ﬁé’ﬁ?ﬁ},
council appointed by the ‘U'l.il
States govermnment. .
The gas company, i n’ltS anaw f-n
states that it has no contral” ovek‘_}
the hooks 6f the electric cnrhpan;r.v
nor any right to grant an a,u%dﬁf of°

plant of the electnc oampany, ¥
the gas and .electri¢’ companies:
'separate companiea a'ncl _have:

boolts are ~kept @cparately. g
The gas ‘campany agrees i‘gx&t@]
that it is understood that: Whit
‘rates-may be fixed . by the~' i

after said audit and

councll at-any time whenqu
then- exlt‘img cond1t10ns sh

valuaMOn of the’ plant and

ess than is nec("‘sary to
1operating Texpenises” ang’ i
tion and fair-return on. 8aidivdln
tion, 11‘1 being understopd. I.hat_:‘bi -
said rates Shall, at .all’ tm‘i‘eg,»g ﬁe
comperisatory ‘andsuch, “Ha- ghtll rh‘%
Sufficient for said ‘purpoges”

‘"The company sets forth tha
and hias been the: elaipy of/ t}w
pany st all' times fhat th*
per cent increase in rates agki
is not adequate'at_ the .prese_ri!

" From the- statement” of the
misstoners and the propﬁ m!m
the gas compahy managemen
would ‘appear that there is .
question as yét of an. amxcable

tlement of thig differences; betwé !
the clty and the companv-




GAS COMPANY’S L

*  STATEMENT- TO THE. ‘
‘CITY COMMISSIONERS
. - e - . '\ .

Beatrice, Neb,, " June §, 1918
To the Honoribie Mayor and City

Gouncll of the <City of Beatrice,
‘Nebraska.” e :
Géntlemen:

Referring to the conversation

Which Mr. Mailove and Mr. Rice had
yesterc‘(ay with ~ Mayor Helfelfinger
and Commlssmnm Weigle, we under-
stand tho. p10p031t10n wade by the
city to the ‘Bas ‘comipahy to be in sub-
stance 'as follows:

‘Terms of Proposition.

The city’ _proposes that if the gas
compa.ny Wwill pet‘m1t an auditor, chios-
cn b}* t]w city," to malie & gne day m-
vest:gahon ot the gas companys
tooks covering the receipts and ex-
ipenditures ‘of the ga§ “Gompany for
ma.nuracturing apd disiributing ga.s
for the month ot Aprii, 1918, then if
the said audltor tinds that the hooks
ot the gas compa.ny uphold the cong
tention ‘ot ‘the Bas company that -an
increase of gas rites is necessary to
avold doing business at .a loss, thel
eity bouncti will 4t once provlde tor
on lncrease of 20 per cent m the ga.a
ra.tes now bein.g charged hy the ‘said
compa.ny tor a perlod of three ‘monfhs
beglnnln.g “with June -1, 1914, _and
‘ending’ with’ 1A.ug 31 1918 -fhat during

wul a,t 1ts own expense, emp’loy &
t:b'm:petenf, a,udltor to examine 'the
books of the Eas compa,ny and make &’
valuation of the plant and property
of the gas ‘company, and said -audj-
tor shall report his findings in writ-
lng to the city councll on or betore
the 31st day of August 1918 and. the
sald city/ council ot ' Beatrice  will
without delay -pass an ordinan-ce fix-
lng -the rates to be.charged for the
turnlshlng of Bas. by said company. to
E43 consumers at such amounts 88
will pay operating expenses tpgether
with a fair return on said valuation
and depreclation oo the valuatlon of
said plant ‘and property as fixed by
said a.udl!.cu. I
Cltes, Companys Pésition

'it belng understood that such ratcs
shall be put in force by the gas com-
‘pany and the said gas company will
not enter {nty litigation with thé elty
of Beatricé over such rates so _fixed,
ibut will accept the same with the

of the electric light company And the
valuation of its plant and property.
We have carefully considered your
proposilion as above outlined and
hereby accept it, subject to one or two

minor exceptions and  additions to
which we have mno doubf you will
agree,

The gas company hereby accepts
your proposition that you will put
into effect the 20 per cent increase jo
the present gas rates for a period of
three months beginning June 1, 1913,
and that during said period a compe-
tent auditor shall be employed by lhe
city to audit the books of the gas
company, and that a competent en-
gineer shall be employed by the city
to make a fair apd correct valuation
of the plant and property of the gas
company. it heing understood that the
selectlon af said auditor and erigin-
eei- shall be made by the city cpuncil
jand tpe gas company and be satxstac-

- tory to both parties.

L id .audit and . yaluation. _ghgll e
rZade pnor to the 15th day of August
1918, ‘adid flleq With ™ tnel ‘said eIy
couticil by that date, and’ wﬂhln fit-
‘teen’ days thereafter. ‘1Ly council
P:shall pass and put-izto Effedt-an oi-
dina.nce eslablishing ra.tes to “"be
'charged by the B cqmpmy fqr 'Zas
in the clity of Beatrlce, Wthh rates
‘shall be sufficient td pay the operat-
ing expenses of said col:épany, includ-
ing. depreciation, and:to fay such fair
return on sald #aluation--of-the-gas
company’s -plagt “and pﬂ‘ODel'tY as s
recommended by tpe ,yar financel
council appolnted by the Uniled States
g5%grnment . for plaglsl. lop. iz - kind
1and size in cities of abdyt this size In
t.he middla west.. - 4 - i

And the gas. pompanyl jereby ‘agfrees
tha.t it such val'uatmn made and |
suth rates go tixed that it wl]l accept
satd rates and put them intd aftect.’

* Inytead of thé&Tot .one Ady Audlt of thé
‘company's business. the ca’mlany ‘will:
ﬁurnlsh to the city, _l,thotl.l. dglay. an
1temizecl statement of a.l' récéipts, ex-
penses and qlsbursements i carrying
on 1ts said .planl:"tor the , month ot
A.pril 1918, which statement, will be
tuller, and . more- accuraté than the
-infgrp‘tion. which couﬁq be, obta.ined_
by & dde day'd invesﬁgatlon ot the
books of the oompa.nx.. bt

If . the audit of - ‘the ‘hooks of the
\:ompany gshow that the compa.ny is

right of the gas company to close its
plant, £ it believes said rates to be
ingufticient, without ,objection from
the ¢ity to such closiig.

‘We .also understand your proposi-
tion to include the audit of the books

operating at a }oss {or thg months of
June, July and August 1918, while
the company is operating under these
temporary rates. then such loss shall
be- taken’ into consi&era.hon by the

council in tixing the rates.

J’,/‘?!‘E

_ praperty omployed in” cazrrying

GCos

. Companies Sepamte

The gas company has no cohtrol
over the hooks ot the elactric-com-
pany, nor any right to grant an
audit of the same, ol a. valuation
'ot the plant of the clectric  com-
pany; -ag’ thé electric -eompany and
the.'.’gas ‘coinpany are separale com-
paries and bave no relation to each
other- and theu "hooks are Lept sep-
arately.

It is to he fulther understood
that whatever rates: DY be fized. by
the city eouncil after-said audit and
said wvaluation, shall be subject to
change by the city council at any
time whenever the then existing
conditions show that such rates are
higker than then-is necessary to
pay operating expenses of the gas
jcompany ,including depreciation of
its plant and property, and the
sald fair return on said valuation
of the plant and property of the
company, or whenever said rates
iprove to be less than is necessary to
pay such operating expenses and
depreciatlion and fair relurn on
said valuation, it beilng understood
that 'the said rates aball ‘at a.ll
times becompenﬂatory a'nd sach -
shall be surficient ror sa.id
Dpoges. T
Wa add, mere]:r tha.t our poaitwn
on Alifs matter may ‘bé made ‘a mat-
ter of record and_ kegt consta.ntly
in. mind; that 1t 5 and at alr times
has teen, the claim ol.’ the gas. com-
pany, tha.t the twenty per cent In-
crease in rates . hereinberore men-
tioned is not at the present  ‘time
aud‘fpr some time has'nqt been ade-
auate; so long . as - conditions re-
main as they Dow are, {o cover the
operating expe.nses of . the company,
(iuulud].ng .the deprecia.non of 1ts].
plant - ..nd property), a.nd to pay a
reasonable return upea a just ang|
talr valuation of ifs" plant and}
on |
its business, but sunh twnty pEr
coent incresse #has 1 becn .10quested,
and. i5 offered to be accepted, as
bereinbefore’ sei forth, 'solely as a
‘temporary -expedient. ta ‘enabie the
company to continue - in  business
and gerve 'its cusfomers untll just
and reasonable rates a're granted to
it.

Dlll‘

We desire, it possible, te avold
litlga.tlon or the shuiting down of
our plant and trust that you will

_aee your way clear to join wuh us

on’ the basis hereinberore aet tm'th
ln ‘making an amicable, speedy dnd’
rair adjustment of the questlon “of
gas ‘rates. :
Respectfully, . . '
- GAGE COUNTY. GAS LIGHT

& POWER. COMPANY
BY Thomas Rice, Its Mgr.




COMMISSIONERS AND GRS CO.

“FAILTOAGREEATC

FERENCE

At a meeting of the city comrmis--

sioners held this morning, the pro-
position of the gas company, sub-
@itted Friday afiernoon, 'was re;-
_Jected, the commissioners adoptir;g
a resolution which flatly refuses to
grant a temporary increase in rates
pending an audit of the hooks of
the gas and electric companiés‘ '

Following the meeting of the com
missioners, a conference was held
at which G. W. Manlove of the gas
company and Samuel Rinaler, rep-
resenling. the company, were pres-
ent, together with City Aftorney W.
5. Bourne and E. O. Kretsinger, the
1a_lter‘being called upon by the
commissioners to assist in looking
after the city's intersts.

The commissioners assert that
the aflswer.filed with that body Fri
1day, is a counter proposition and
refuse to consider it. They assert
thai their proposition to Mr. Man-
fove of the gas company, provided
for an audit of the books aof the gas:
apd -;electr'ical companies and .a=
co_mpa_nies and’ a physical valuation
of the two plants, ihe ¢ity to grant
physital valuation of - .the two
blants,“ the cily to grant a tempor-
ary cincrease of iwenly per
cent for three or four months, the

At the conference this morning,
Mr. Rinaker, representing the gas
company. asked the commissioners
to state in, writing, just what 1ihe
city would agree to and just what

objection it has to the proposition’

of the gas company. This the city
officials refused to agree to, stating
that the resolution adopted repre-
sented its last word.

The resolution follows:

- “Whereas, n guestién has arisen

company to furnish a bond shewing
its willingness to refund the twen-
Py per cent increase charged dur-
ing the abové audit should the in-
vestigation show that the company
has not been running at a loss.

Mr. ‘Ma.nlqye, according o the

commissioners, refused to consider
the matter of an audit of the hooks|
of the .e]ectrical company, stating
tha_t this company is separate from
the gas company and should not be
considered in the present contro-
versy. The gas company .also dsks
that the auditor and appraiser to
to l?g .appointed should be men
gualified to act in such capacity
#nd should meet with the approval
ot the company.

as to the necessity and justice’ o
imoransing the , ated now charged

f} 141%
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‘ for gas by the Gage County Gac
Light and Power company, as well

as the fairmess or
charging the gas consumers’ any

unfairness ~ of
greater rates for .gas than mow
charged, when the cost of living has
increased by reason of the war
and in order to protect the maker

of gas and the consumer &s well
and give each a square deal.
it iz therelm‘e\'ordered hy the

mayor and cilty council of the city
of Beatrices Nebraska, thal an au-
ditor or auditors e eraployed and
paid for by said city of Beatrice 10
audit the books and accounts af
the said Gage County Gas, Light
and -Power company and the Ne
braska Gas and Electric company
(by reason of the joinl and inter
mingling business relations__ thatl
{hey are mow sustaining 10~ each
other) correcily to ascertain the
profit or 1oss of operating the gas
company for guch “pericd of timej
as we may select, !

wand it is further resolved thad
said sudit shall be made with the
greatest haste that may be com-
patible with the correciness: of the
work 'performed by the -guditor o
auditors : ) "

L «And it is further. resolved, that
if said audit shows thal gaid gas
company. was operating at & los™ |
during said period investigated
and audited, to such an extent
that ite rates for gas’ should he ad-
justed, we will immediateiy ‘adjust

tne ordinance rates mow enacted

for gas as may be just, correct and
fair to the gas company 83 well' as
to lhe gas consumers in said city
 of Beatrice and that said gas rates
ghall neot be changeli‘orii'a.d-justed
until the auditor reports to' the
mayor and council and his report,
is acted upon and an ordinance
passed based upon said report ad-
justing said rates, if ‘it is .found
proper and just 1o 'make any chan-
ges in the present gas rates now |
estaplished by orglinlance."

‘The differences between the city
and the gas.company appeat to be
farther from settiement as & resuit
of the passage of the gesolution
than at any time ‘since the attempt
was started to endeavor to bring
{he comraissioners end the gas com
‘pany managerment together.” -

\Whother tha comnany Wwill s1dnd
on its order for the closing~dowp of
the plant on Jhe. night of June 12,
| répnmin to be 'seen; bul indications

|point in'that direction..” "



BITY 'I'G ASK FOR TRIAL OF
| CASE AGAINST GAS COMPARY

The hugatlnn hetween the city
oT Bedfrice’ and the-Gage County
Gas, “Light'& Power company, which
has béen 'in federal court for some
years, is 1o be pushed, according to
Maypr R. C. ‘Heflelfinger and Com-
- fiissioner Wallace Wejgel. The case
rinsmg from i rate controversy ov-

der a former administration, is to
be pushed to trial if possible, accord
ing to the city officials. It is under-
slood that E. 0. Kretsinger, who
was city attorney when the rate or-
dinance was passed, is to be employ

-ed lo assist - City Attorney W. 8,

Bourne in looking after the city's

ér*ﬁhe passage of an ordmance un- ,lnterests.

§, 1t
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GAS COMPANY MANAGEMENT
SUBMITS NEW mmsmeﬂ

Suggests Matter of Selectlon of Auditor and- Engmee
Left to Fuel Administrator Kennedy—Offers. to- Abld“-
By the Repert of Audltor |

——

"John L. Kennedy, fuel admnmstrator, ewﬂl arrive in th
ity tomghf on the Burlington and will meet the city cdf

missioners, the officials of the gas company andall’ of

parties interested n the gas controversy clesmng to att" :
at the Commercial club rooms at 8:30 o'clock.- -*

Cas

missioners and gas managel'tll‘
now appears to be merely relau
to the question of the appomtmea
of an auditor and engineer. ..
The proposition submltted to
city commissioners by-the gas
pany is as follows: B
Gas ompany’s Propusal -
Beatrice, Neb. Juné 12, 14
To the Mayor.g and City- Councrl
Beatrlce Nehraska.
Gentlemen: ° ° -
In drder if possible,. t'nl a.vmd
closing of out plant;- pursuap

the notice heretofore gtven ay

make if possible, an’ amicdh
speedy and permanent’ ad]ustm c
of the controversy in reaapd 1;0\
rates now pending- between
Honorable Body and this Com_
The Gage™ County Gas nght

All that rema‘ins now; for Beatrice’

gas consumers to.he able to cook
:their breakfasts tornorrow moming
fon Lheu gas ranges, is the accen
tance by the dity commissioners ot
a proposition Submitied by Mana-
pany, in which it is sugéested that
the city consent to an immediate

ger Thomas Rice of the gas com.-!

pany . in wh:ch it is suggested
that the city consent t6 an.immed;-
dte lincrease in rates of twenty per
cent and to lsave the selection of
an auditor and engineer to John L.
Kennedy of Omaha, federal fuel ad-
mlmatrator for the state of Nebras-
ka. "

On behalf of the gas company,
Manager Rice filed with the City
Clerk Graf this afternoon its fina!
proposition. which provides for a
twenty per cent increase in rates
commensing June 1, 1918, the cqm-
pany agreeing that if the report of
the -auditor dand engineer shows
that the .company -i$ not entitled to

such jncresser it will repay such
twenty per cent or such part of
J.hemunL A5k is . not ent-rtiedrw.
to the gas consumers.’ The gas
<comepany also suggests the appoint-
ment of a¢disinterested-auditor and
‘engineer ;zy Mr. Kennédy.
Actlon .on the propesition. must be
taken before midngiht tonight, or
i'the company will stand by its or
1gmjll announcement and close its
plant. N
Mayor Hetlelfinger. when apprised
of the contents ‘of the propoesition
by a Daily Exprass reporter, stated

‘he wiould endeavor lo call the com-
missioners togethar and take up the
matter. He could not state, before
-seeing the proposition- just what ac-
tion. would be taken.
| John L. Kennedy of Omahé fed»
| eral fuel administrator for Nebras-
'ka, in a- telephone conversation
with -the Daily Express this, after-
‘noon- sigted that he had wlred Fed-
eral Fuel Administrator’ GstrhEId
relative“to the *matier, asking " for
instructions, He stated that ‘he had
received no reply -up to 2. o'clock
He stated thal the state.fusl admin.
istralion was inierestediin seeing
that- the gas consumers of * Baat-
rice suffered. no 1nconvemence and
hardship ‘and that ‘he desired, if
posgible: to keep the plant running.
‘The guestion of rates, “said Mr. Ken
nedy, - is purely a- “local one-" he
object of the state tuel adm.lmstra
tlon. being merely to prévent the
breaking of service.. The situation
in Beatrice he suggested was an
nausual one.

Agreement between the, city com-

|19t ¢
R

.effect. at.once. as;

' praise the value -of the, pla.h

Power Company, submils 1.0 you:
following proposition and ‘reqyey
your immediate concnderauon' o
action in respect thfireto‘——

I1 the City Commissioners. wl_lJ.l
once grant to the  Gas; cﬁnlpaw
temmperary increase . of 8‘0 per.
in the present gas -rates to
ascat.dund.st,

and will agree. {hat -John L. X8
nedy, Government Fuel Aiim;m ,,,r
tor for the State of Nebﬂiglq
appoint 8- cémpetent anﬂ “d ha,_‘
.ested ceruned accountant tq.
the books. accounts e.nd recoré} i

the-Gas Gcmnpany, and & compei it
and disinterested. engineer to* ah

property o1 the Gas Company s
o detezmine “and’ report. with
convenient speed: what are reas
able, just and compenatory ra
‘to be charged by the Gas Cony
for gas under present mr,ldLL
and the City 'Councit will® sgre
put in force at once such ne
as may- bhe found.io be.. reLasgp
just ‘and compensatory by “the
port. of such auditor and -_:engin
then the Gas Company 'Wlll AR
‘o continue the operath_n g
plant at the 20 -per cem in
until jsuch new rates’ migy he
into ef[ect iri_ confo-rmny Ao

Teport, - .and will. afleq pEree t %e
it is found by, the repp.t;t of g
auditor and enginéer, that bh&.«.
Company “is Hot~ entitieditto

per cent increase, it (the: -Gas

pany), will repay o its com 2
such .20 per cent mcrease or. v-s
it is not euhtled to, _under- g
part of the 20 per cem mcrea'
report.

' Respectfully su'bxmttegf
JHE GAGE COUNTY GAS;LI_{;

AND POWhH OOM.PANY
Lo By THOMAS' BJCE,
' ' : Its.x Man

P



BEATRICE GAS GOMPA#YS
PRUPOGED [MPROVEMENTS

"R\

ﬂ
P
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"'Between $50 000 and 375,000 to be Devoted
" to Extensions and Enlargements---
New Franchise Needed.

Between fifty and seventy-live
{housand dollars js tne ameunt which
will be expended by the Deatrice Gas

" & Power company, (now Gage Coun-
iy QGas, Lizht & Power Co.)tin car-
rying out a program delermined up-
on a short time ago, for the inereas-
ing of  its works and extending its
system of maing. "T'his is the slate-
ment made to the Express today by
R. R. Kyd, general manager and vice
president of the company.

It is the company's policy Mr. Kyd
declares, to build its enlargements in
advance of the increased- demands
made upon d4ts capacity by the

growth of the clty, and the more ex-.

tended and general use of jts pro-
duct., The detaila of the proposed
extensions have heen carefully work-
‘ed out and will involve a total ex-
penditure of the amounl named
above. One of the first pieces of new
constructlon will bLe the evecting of
an exlra storage holder and tank.
This new holder will be of a very
large size, its initial capacity being
200,000 cubic fest of gas, which Is a
sufiicient quantity to supply the ea-
tire ety for twebty-foir hours. It
will be sp equipped that additional
Mtis can be added from time to time
e the. growth of the city demands 1t.
The plans include the coasiructing
of another brick building in which
will be ptaced additional machinery
and equipment. ‘Fhe company's dis-
tribullng malns will be largely ex-
tended. These extonsions will In-
clude a'sl_rstem of plpes covering the
west sic,: sounth side, all autlying ad-
ditions und & run cn the east to the
feeble rainded Institute. 'The cnm-
Fany already has a pive line crossing
- the rlver to Scuth Beatrice and from
thls, laterals will be run to suprly
ihe business not alrendy served in
that teryitory, = The program [For
maln extensions Is an elaborate one

" |5 1409
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and will mean the carrying of gas
ie practically every citlzen in the
cily.

The company was put 1n operation.

abiout Lwo years ago and s growth
and ¢xpansions since then are worthy
of nolice. Ils consumers number oy-

ar 1,000 and the list Is being added:

to every day. The extremely low
price charged for gas is given as the
reason why the produet has found
such . general wuse, particularly for
fuel and fndostrial purposes. Ths
price obtaining Im, Beatrice Is said
to be the lowest of any city of the

:game size In Awerica where artifi-

cial gas 1s used.

The city 18 a partner with the
company In itz buelmess and 3 per
cent of the company’'s gross receipts
are annually pald into the city ‘treas-
utry. This fact maltes the affalrs of
the company of speclal interest to
the cltizéps as a whole, The com-
pany has on ‘Its‘ pay roll upwards of
fifteen men and its future develop-
ment will place it among the lmport-
ant Industrlal concerns of Beatrice.

As |t 18" well known, the company
has asked the elty to extend its fran-
chise. This questlon wlll he passed on
at a apeclal electlon on Tuesday, An-
gust 23. Theré will be no change in
the price charged tor gas or other
terms of the franchise and the same
favorable conditlons will be main-
talped as they now exist., The only
change will be an extension of the
lite of the franchlge, so that the lat-
ter will expire a few years Inter than
was contemplated In  the origlnal
grant. This is in accordance with
an enactment of the racent lexlsla-
ture, and the company, it i under-
stood, desire to take advantage or
the proxision In order to eoabls
them to talte out thelr bonds sc as
to provide capltal for the enlarge-
menis to thelr property as outlined

above.

1
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REAL SITUATI

HANGHISE SUITS

N GRS AND

ELEGTRIC

Temporary Restraining Orders
Have Long Been In
Effect.

PETITIONS FILED IN
DECEMBER ARE UP

Dilatory Methods Charged to
City Commissioners and U.
S. Court Is Prayed to Per-
mit Bringing Up Cases

Cily Attevnoy $abin 'went to Lin-
coln - today lo investigale e stand-
fng in U. 3. courl of two city cases
which have been pending for a long
time. Onc lg the Gage County Gas
Light & Power Cowmpany vs the eily
of Beatrice, et al, and the olher is
the Beatrice Blectric Company, ¢oil-
plainant, vs the city of Beatricve, et
al defendanis.

These are injunction suits, brought
by the several companics to restrain
the cily, under the Griffin adminis-
tration, from enforcing new :iates
Jegulaling  ordinances.
reatraining prders were issued out of
the'U. S. court at Lincoln and thers

the ‘cases have stood, final hearing|

ot tlie .merits never having been had.
- Motions Month Old.
.. On Devgmber 14, 1912, Aity. E.
0., Kretsinger filed motions in the
Lincoln ‘court in each case, intended
ito hurry them Lo a conclusion and
- lhat nart of 1t is an oid story. Atty.
L\rcpslqger faid a  visit to  Lingoln
Wednesday on the matter and Cily
"Atty,, Sabin went up today to ascer-
'l.a.ml'when the cases will corne on for
hcarlng as they were bound to do in
due Ccnurse of time [f the motions
had nevar been fled.

The motions - are signed hy Wil-
I!am E. Grlffsn. former mayor, Alty,
Lrnest "0, Kretsinger, former city
attorney. and John W. Ashenfelter,
chisf of police under the Griffin ad-
minlstratlon

The petition in the gas cuse wcites
In part the following:

Temporary

“The ordinance rates Lhat Lhe
gaid city of Beatrice and 1he above
na_a'med city officers wore altempting
te enloree were rates that were ad-

apled by the people of Beatrice at

special election held at the instance
and request of said Gage county Gas,
Light and Powetr company, and were
rates known as dollar gag rates to
the consumers ol said city, and were
rates that were specifically granted
to the consumers of gas in said city
of Beatrice, providing that at said
election the sald voters of Beatrice
would grant to said Gage County Gas,
Light and Power Company a [ran-
chige to uso the streets, alleys, bridg-
eg and other public highways in said
city of Beatrice.”

Furtber the petition alleges:

“Thal notwithatanding said Gage
County Gas, Lighl and Power Compa-
ny hae been exacting excessive, ex-
tortionate znd lllegal rates for gas
from its consumers, and charging
rates for gas greatly in excess of the
ordinance rates in sald City of Beat-
rice, the said thiree commissioners in
gaid clty of Beatrice and the pl‘esent.
¢lly atlorney of said city have failed,
neglected and refused to make any
attempt Lo dissolve said restrainiag
order or obtain & hearing from this
honorable court upon the merits in-
volved, and have Lo all appearances
an acute Iriendship with said Gage
County Gas, Light & Power Company
anéd havo wholly neglected nnd dis-
regarded the vights of said City ol
Deatrice, Its c¢itizens, tax-payers and
E4s consumers, and have permiited
cald exlortionate rates for gas to be
taken and ccllected illegally from
tha said citizens, tax-payers and gas
conpuiners of said city of Beatrice.”

The elgners then pray the conrt Lo
{ermit the case to be called up for
Immeoediate hearing. '

El~tric Compnny Case. .

The peotilion relating to the elee-
tric light company is practically the
pame. The charge against the city

Bealrice,

the ordinancc rates in sitid city ol
Lthe said (Liree commissian-
ers in siaid cily of Beatrive and the
present atlarney of said city lave
iiled, neglected and refused to make
any altempt 1o dissolve said vestrain-
ing order or obtain a hearing [rom
Lhis honoralile court upon {he mer-
itt involved, and have to all appear-
aives a Lias, passion and prejudice
in favor of Lhe said Tealrice Bicstric
vompany, and have whoily neglectsi
und disregarded the rights ol said ci-
ty, ils citizens, lax-payers and the
glectric current consumers —in sadd
city, and have permitied ihe said ox-
tortionale rates for eleclric carrenl
lg be taken and collected illegally
from ihe  sadd citizens,  Lax-payoers
and electric current conswmers of
gaid city of Dealrice.”

comrmissioners  in thls petition is
cow hed in Lhe (ollowing language: |

“That  notwithstanding the sawd
Bcatrice Electric Company has heen
rxncting excesaive. extortionale amld
$ilegal rates for eleclric cwrrent from
its consumers and charging rateg for
electric enrrent greatly in excess of

The prayer in this case is identical;

“with Unst in the gas company mat-’

ter. ‘They ask immediate hiearing.
No Rcrerence v Watoer,

There is ne reference whatever in
the petitions to water contracls o
tny dealing with the Dempster Com-
pany as reported in The Daily San,
The petitions are vonhned culirely Lo
gas and electric affairs.

linder the present rates the gas
company is gotting $1.30 and 1. 3-‘1
for gas, which with the per centl c;rfI
glves $1.30 and $1.25 gas. The wleo-
Liie rale s a sbiding  scale of  Lid%4
rents per k. w. for a certain amouull’
then 6 cents per K. o Under the or-
dinance it was sought to change the
rate Lo 12 cents per k. w.

9.5 /4/5



REVOKE GAS FRA

Gas Company lee
| Pay Delinguent Taxes 1or, Y rek
I . 1918 g
‘Unless the Gae Oan;LB'an
franchise tax for the yeals:
and 1919 by I‘n{i,ay, F_e
franclse \\'1]1 b revake
o a l'esolutiorn adopted 5
its

tfmger, followg notica
Maiager. Thes. Rice!
—ﬂlat a set.tlemq___

délay* but Fwill)
) unle.ss the
paid:™

CHIEF DILLOW SERVES
NOTICE ON GAS CO.

City Commissioners Demand Fran-
chise Tax for Ycars 1912 and
IBIQ—TEXt of Reselution

:Ch](:f of Police E. M. Dillow, act-
ing for the <ity commissionars. this
movinig servoed o dfandgey Thos.
Rice of the Gage County Gas, Light
& Power Company, “copy of the
resotutiony paesad ol Tucsday's ses-
gion of the councik demianding pay-
ment of the fuanchige tax for the
vears 1618 and 199 on or hefove
. Felruary 20,

Mayor R. C T-IIEfffe-Iﬂm.'.r:‘r and
Comnmissianers Welpell 24l Judd in
gigt that fhe cily avifl stawd pat on
its demvand for the payment of the
tax. amountivg 1o mearly 32,0
ang that failore of the company in
(midke setllerment one tha? date wili
o joHonwed by the revoking -of dhe
Sranchise amuler which it i8- deing
i i ess,

Dianager Rme‘

offget amounticg 40 nearly $3,000
rs monesult of expense involved in
lowrring s Iondivy  after varions
sivocts were fooagked, {hoes not, say
avhat action the conwpany will 1aie
in the smmatters He shaled this mmor-
ey thet he ds preposfing an item-

menge wihich will be filed with the
cornmissioners Monday.
The wesothuticn ‘adopted
commiissionere follews:
“Whereas, The Gage County .Gas.
Light & Pqwer Compainy, Tegal rep-.
Tesemtadives, successors, lessees and
assigns  of . Chatles A.. [aton. in
wihom wes granted by the cify »f
Bemmce, Gage Oounty, Nebrasksa, a
gas franchise passed and approved
by dhe aoayor amdl council October
8, .1906, mleo sajd ~framchise as
amenékéd passed  August 24, 1909,
“anit approved August 25, 1909, by
1 e meayor and council of the said
city of Beatrice, which, eaid -fran-]
"chise expires rAstgust 15, 1934, have
[wivally fadiled, negletted and refuged
to file with the . commiitsiomers or
clerk of sxid cify of Deatrice, re-
ports of the wross sales of gas 'for
the years 18 and 1919, and have
wiliily -fndled, negbectet and 1e-
fused to.pay«in 1o the cHy freasury
of snid mrt¥ of Bentrice, threa per

])v the

comditions of said franchise, and

| wihereas, s now  due and owing
| thereder 40 dthe said - city: of Bea-

4rice, approximately dhe sum o

| 82,000 -from said comipany; there-
{ fore be 1t BN

wihile edmiro an

izen hatement of the comipany’s ex-.

cemt of the gross neceipts for the:
sl of gas for the years 1918 and |
11918, a8 required by the téms and

GCa s

“Resoived., By the mivor Tamgl
ccuncil of the citw of Bealrics, No-
brogliq dhad 4n-the event of the ney-
lect amd dalilure wof said Gaco
Counirn, Gas, Lizht & Power con-
rany to fike with said oty commis-
sioneps or ¢y clenk. a. veporl. under
oaih, of .Ms mrpes  veceipls. for the
soles of gas for {he year 1918, ani
0 pay infe the said City franasuy,
three ner cent of the total amwound
of such gross receipts as showw W
such repom, on or Dbefore the 200,
dﬂ\ of Fobruary, 1020, the said
franychicie of the sald Gage County
Gas, Light & Power Company he,
Al is harehy declared forfeitod anrd
all lighds and privi'egds theveynder
grandad,  =hall Decome mwull and.
void." '

flolo‘?”
%m




Gas Turned Off:
No Relief Offer

- [N

As a result of the failure of the city commissio
Gage Coynty Gas, Light and Power company to ag
a settlement of the rate increase confroversy at @
erice held Wednesday evening at the Commércia
rooms at which John L. Kennedy of Omaha, federal
ministrator for Nebraska attemipted to act as medjaf
plant of the gas company was closed down at midr
night, and several hundred gas consumers have: Be'e
inconvenience of .either purchasing oil stoves,
their more fortunate neighbors or eating colcl met als

The meeting -Wednesday evening threateried"’
{times to result in an agreement whereby the_ gas (8
might continue to operate therr plant but a few m

made by Samuel Rinaker, representmg the gzis’ Ol
which resulted in the withdrawal of Mr. Kerine
ther efforts to bring ‘the commissioners and ‘the: /e
| together. s

E. L. Hevelone presxded over. the meetmg Sam
er reprlesented the gas company.in a statement of
which brought the company to a determmatmn !
plant if an iricrease of twenty per cent in, ratesw
given. E. O. Kretsmger was delegated by Mayor; 3
ger to'speak for the city, beginning “his. remarks Wi
tack upon the Commercial club and an eulogy QE
which he himself has taken in city affairs.

All three commissioners, when questmned 'S
they had signed petitions circulated by the’ comphn
increase in" gas rates. All three personally as's
they were Mllmo to grant a temporary’ mcrease m
point Wwhich caused the breaking off of negotiatior
parary re'ief_being . the: clause -in -the :propesed,
which priveded as follows: “And (the city. counc;l
agree that, if i is found by the report.of spchai
engineer that the gas company is not entitled to
per cent mr“ease, it (tl'le gas cOmpany) WIllrre,

such lwcntv per cent mcrease as 1t 1s not entftl
such repott,” :

GC\_S



NED OFF; NO RELIEF @mm

(Continued ‘trom Page I.)--

sist that they were willing for the gas compan
increase if they were convinced by the audit
hat the company was entitled to it.

.\

iy could not agree to the proposition of the aty
o ght forth the statement from M. Kennedy tha

:dy left for home this morning, stating that h

Shir her instructions from Washington. The cit;
oniers stated that they have nothing to report unti
_from the fuel administration, and the gas com
nagement states that in closing down its plant, i
. taken the action which the situation demanded.



STATEMEHT ISSUED BY MAYOR

E AND CITY commsslousns

Mayor IL C. Hcf!‘elrmgcr and Com
missioners W, K. Rile and Wallace
Weigel have issucd a statemment in
which they set forth their side of
the cantroversy al the meetling in
the Commercial chih roous \Wed-
nosday cvenitig  which rosylted In
breaking off of megoliations 6t the
gas rate increase and (he closing
down of the plant.

‘The mayor, in a former statement
asserled that the comnissioners had
pmpOscd to the gas company man-
agement that an audit of {he books
of the gas company_ for the month
of April be made to deler ml}1'<‘
whether or not an increase in rates
was necessary; that the ingrease in
rates be grarled _for three or {om
months until a thotough audit and
physical valuation of the gas and
eleclmcal company could be taken;
that the gas company agree to sign|i
o stateritent that it would refund
the twenty per cent charged dur-
ing the investigation if the audit
showed they were not entitled to
thé’ same, The mayor claimed Mr.
Manlove refused to agree 1o the(s
abdve terms, -

Rclatwa td ‘Wednesday evcmngs
incetmg, the” statemient issucd is. as
l‘ollows. '

Bentrlce, Néb,, June 13, 1918,

M ‘Dditor We, tho city commis-
afoners “while in attesdance at the
meetlng which look place the eveninz
ot June 12, 1913 4t the commerpial
dub, had agreed to sign aid accept
fl'!e_agréemen_t which we hergwlth at-
tash. ’ -

ir (he city commissioners wlill .at
once grant to lhe _ gas company &
temporary increase of 20 per cent in
Lhe present gas rates for a peried of
90 days 1o take effect at once as. of
june 1, 1918, and will appoiot a com-
Ipetent and disinterested certitied ac-

gtf‘-l‘IIX
I

couniant to sudit the boolcs. accounts

and rec¢ords of the gas company and
agree {hat Federal Fuel Adminisira-
lor Gartield shall select and send a
competent and disinicreslcd engineer
to appraise the value ol the plant
nd properly of the gas company,
and to determine and report with all
convenicn! speed, what are reason-
able’, just and compeusalmy_ra@es 1o
be charged by the gas company for
gas under present conditions, and the
city, conncil will _agre¢ to put in
force at once such raies ag the cily
‘council may find to  be reagonable,
Just and ralr to the gas company, and
congumer alike, "then lhe gas com-
pany will .agree to continue the oper-
ation of its p]a.nt al ke 20 per cent
increase untll such rates way ba put
into effect, and will a'so ozree thal
it it Is found BY THE RKE PORT OF
SUCH AUDITOR AND ENGINEER
that the gas company ts not entljed
o the 20 per ceht increase, ir, (lhe
Gam company), will Tepay to lis ern-
sumers guch 20 per ceni increase or
sach part ¢f such 20 per eint increase
as it is not eniltied to uwnder such re-
port, e
When we were at a noint wh\sle
both the representatives of the ¢ll,v

‘tand the represeniafives ot the, _Bas

compan bad agveed lo this, p o;,o«,[-
tion,. Mr. Rina.'(er. attorney Ior the
ges company. mace the announcement
ihat the gas company would not con-
ecde ta an agreemncut, w'hewb; lhoy
woild refund any oveu-v h:_u_._g_eq wl'ml.-
ever, 0 anv, that might he determin-
ed by the r-nly council after gaid in-J
vclzti::.ilrm avdit nad apgra i'semutl
. Rospp Stealby yonrs g
R. ¢, HEFFELFINGER,
W. B RIFE .
WALLACE WEIGEL,

City Commiasioners.

CC\S
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In an  interview teday with-a'
.Daily - E‘.xpress reporter- ralatwe o
the gas rate increase matier -8 rep-
resentative of ‘the gas company. dis-
.cussed. the propositians. whigh" have
been under distussion by {be people
of the city since the c]osmg down of
the plant

A number of questions were asked,
the gas' company management by
‘the reporter, the yuestians and ans--
wers following: 1

Q.. 1t is reported on the street
that ‘the Gag’ comparty Wanfed to
tlose” 1ts pIant and Endnt want to;
make an agreement with ‘the city.
What is the real Teason for c]osmg
the plant? <

A, The real and only reason forr
the -Gas conpany closing its plant,
is that for,more than two- years:the
Gas company has opérated, its plant
in Beéatrice dt a loss, and for the last
| foue months, the earnings: of the
.company have not been suffir:lent to
pay operating expenses without any
regard to. deprematwh or mterest on
the money invested. )

Q—What has brought about this
cundlt:on of ‘affairs? .

] ‘A.—The war.- jAs a-result-of the
%ar the'price of evérything has great |
ty increased Thete i*s‘ ho prospect
of ‘any decraase in prices unlil tfter.
the- war is onded At present there-
.IS nb. J.mmedlate prospecb of. ther War,
_endmg The _Gas company,, there-
foré had nothmg to logk, rom'ard to
except hankriptcy, unless_the eity
council woilld give it increased rates
_qur;ng' this war permd as has been
done, iri hundreds of cities thmugh

out the ‘United. States. The.railroads
found themeselves in the same con-
dition.and hothing saved them, ex-
cept they were taken over by.the
government and freight rates in.
greased 25. per cent;. paseenger rates
mcreasedﬁo per cent. ; The'Gas com-
pany - would be, glad to, operale its
plant if it can do so without' loss. It
can ‘no more afigrd to furnish gas
to the;. -peeple of . Beatsice, 2f 2. loss,
than -the merchants of Beatnce can
afford to sell merchandise at a loss,

_ Q—It is said on the streets that
the Gas company made no effort to’
afrive at a settlernent with the city
council.

A—This is untule‘ The Gas

company made every effort to sellle

the question. It was and is, willing
to do anything that is fair if the
eity council will give it a rate that

‘will enable it to operate' its plant

_without losirig mohey. :
0.—If is said that the Gas com-

pany was not willing to return the
money. collected on the 20 per cent
‘teTnporary iiicrease - proposed, if.it
was found that the increase was 11ot

justified.”

T (Gt

Dakq Gpu»

bCK_.‘é.
#A.—That is.wrong.. The. Gas. coq‘k-t
pany agreed that the city ahoul’ci
select an- auditor to * examine® it
books, and that the Fuel Adminis-
trator should select.an engineerita
appraise its property, and.. ir.’ the
auditor and the enginéer reported to.

lhe city that the 20 per eent mcrease

was- ot fustitied; the money wuu]d
he returned to the consumers .
Q—~What wds ths trbuble’ then‘e'
A—The trouble was that the“city
council would not agree to thisipro-
vision. The ¢ouncil insisted that' fhe
(zas com:pany must reluln the 20' per
cend Lempo:ary ncledse - whenever
the council asked for its return with
out any 1egard to whether the auch-

crease or not Thxs put. the. m&tter
in the situation w]\ere the’ c1t‘y coﬁn-
cil was agreemg to gra.m & 20 per

{cent temporary increase for 90 days

and asking the Gas company”, to re-
turn this mx_:mey, whenever the | ¢0ur_1;
cil demanded it One member ol
the Council had, a«*ﬂﬂ:v mmutes*he-
fore the meeting .adjourned, sta:ted

that the city council would fix- 4

rate su,t’f;ment io pay Uperatmg ex-

,;pensea on]y, and the attm:ney of’ thé

.council had stated that the’ councll

.would .not “inicrease-the Tafes.; iIn

-acldmon tn.tlus, the, CO!.lﬂCll rece §1t1y

-employed an; attomey to pressvthe

suiy . in _ihé United States]. eo\Et .
io compel a reductioh n. pres.ent’.

rates 1nstead of an inciease. Under

these circumnstances for the Gas cbm

pany to agree to continue_to ope ie

its plantoh a temporary mcrease in

rates which it had no’reason to be-

lieve . thé coungil, wouid nake- perm
manent and which, the #huncil had

practically said- they waild cnmpe].

the Gas company-to. re,tlirn to. tli‘e

consumers, would Testill only ins thq

Gas company oparat.lng the- Iﬁant

for 9¢ day$ more at a-great loss'dﬁd

then being compelled to close. ;t

down. [These are the exa.ct fa.ptg

‘Every fair mmcled'mt!.zens knows
that a price for anythmg that: Wﬁlﬁ
just or rea.scnable five, years ago, 13,
maumcient. now.

The Gas cpinpany has. been selliq.g"
gas in 1918 at the sdme price: it‘re-
ceived. in; 1911, although the eipense
of manufacturing gas and carrying.
Lon- the: business has- been multipl.lecl.
several times. K

‘. There isn't-a business man in Bea.t-
rice who eould- escapehbmkmiﬂcy

i he was compelled to sell his ' pro-
-dueton:the" p.mces 6t 1911 add: -buy.
his geods. and .pay. his. expansas .on
.the prices of '1918. Yet, this is: é’vhat
ithe couneil is asking- the- Gas:!wh .
peny to do; and this-is what th X
company cannot do -




GAS COMPANY STATESITS
P@SHT!@N IN GONTROVERSY

In an inferview 1nday with a
Daily Bxpress veporter relalive {o
the gas rale increase aeiier, &rep-
vesenfatlive af the gas campany dis-
cussed the propositians which have
been under discnssion by the people
of the city since 1he closing down of
the plant,

A number of quesiions were asked
the gas company managomenl by
1lie reporier, the yurstions and ans-
wers mllowing:

Q. s reporled on
Thal the Gas company winnled {o
close s plant, and AR’ wint o
make an agrecnend wilh the cily.
What is the real reason for closing
ihe plant? ~

A The real aml only reason Jor
the Gas company closing ity pland,
is thal for more than fwoe wears e
Gas company has eperaled ils plant
in Bealvice al alogs, and for the Jast
four months, the carnings of the
company have not heen sulficient 1o
pay operaling expenscs without any
regard lo depreciation, ov interest on
the money invested. '

O0—Whatl has brought about {his
condition of afinirs?

A—The war. As a resull of the
war (he price of everylhing has great
ly increased. There is no prospect
of any decreage in prices undil aller
{he war is ended. Al preseni fhere
is no immediate proaprel of the war
ending. The Gas company, there-
fore hadt nothing 1o look forward to
axcepl hanlkruptey, unless the cily
council would give it increaséd rales

during his war period, as has been .

done in hundreds of cities through-
out the Uniled States. The railroads
found themeselves in the same con-
dition and neothing saved Lhem, ex-
cept they were taken over by the
government and freight rates in-
creased 25 per cent, passenger rates
incrensed S0 per ceni.  The Gas com-
pany would be glad o operale ils
pland, if il can do so withoul loss. TL
can no mare allopd to furnish gas

to the people of Beatrice al a Joss,

{han the merchants of Bealrice can

afford to sell merchandise at o loss.

the shrenl’

Q—T1 iz sabl oo e slreets {hat
e Gas counpatry made wo offord 1o
arive b o selienend wille e eily
conneil.

A—=This is  unlrue. The Gns
company made every efforl 1o selile
the question. 1L was and iy, willing
(o do anyihing Lhat is fair if thel
cily rouncil will give iU a raie that-
will enalie il (o aperale s p]nnr.f
withont loking money, .

Q.—11 s suidd 1hal the Gnas com-
pany was ol willing (o reluren (he
tnciey coblecled one Thie 20 per cent,
teyporioy  inerease pwroposed, i it
was [ that (he incrense was noL
Jusiified.

qﬂw.l Y (408
Dt s

Las

A~~That is wrang. The Gas coms
pany morerd  thet The eily shoutd
select an audilor 1 examine its
books, andl (it the Fuel Adminis-
trator shoulld select an engineer to
cappraise its properly, and il the
audifor and the engineer reported to
e cily that the 20 per cont incrense
il\\‘ns nol jusiificd, the money would
be relurned 1o (he consuners,
Q. —What was 1he trouble then?

A—The trouble was (hat {he city
council would nol agree to 1his pro-
vision. The council insisied thatl the
Gas carnpany musl return the 20 per
cenl. temporiry increage whenever
the council aslied for i1s relurn with
il any regaed Lo whisthier the audi-
lae suml engineer fonnd that 1he Gas
campany wias enliiled {0 the  in-
eyease or nob, Phis pul the matter
b (e sitantion where the cily coun-
cil was agrecing 1o grant a 20 per
eenl femporary increase for 90 days
sl asking the Gas company 1o re-
tarn his money whenever the coun-
cit demanded it. One member of
the Coomeil had, a few minules be-
fore ihe meeting ndjourned, stated
that the c¢ity éouncil would fix a
rate sufficient o pay operating ex-
penses onty, aud {he atlorney of the
couvncil had stated that the council
would not increase the rates. 1In
addilion (o {his, the connetl vecently
employed an allomey lo press the
suil in the United States court
io compel a reduclion in present
rates instead ol an increase. Under
these circumstances for the Gas com

pany lo agree fo continue lo operate
its planl on n {emipovary increase in
rates which it bad no reason o be-
Tieve e council would nake per-
manent and which 1he council had
practically said they would compel
ihe Gns company {0 return io the
consumers, would result only in the
Gas company operating the plant
for 90 days move at a great loss and
then being compelled o close it
down. These are the exact Inets.

Every [air minded cilizens knows
thal a price for anylhing that was
just or veagonable five years ago, is
insufficienl now,

'1]1(‘ Gas company has bheen selling -
Eag in 1918 at the smne price it re-
chived in 1911, allthough the expense
fof manitfacluring gas and carrying
Ion the husiness has been multiplied
|qr~.\-'m'n] times,
| There isn't o husiness man in Beat- -
viee who could nscape bankraptey
il he was compelted to sell his pro-
dnet on the prices of 1911 and buy
his goods and pay his expenses on
the prices of 1918, Yet, this is what
tie council is asking the Gas com-
pany to do, nnd this is what the Gas
tnnunny cannot do.
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CITY COMMISSIONERS AND

GAS COMPANY

MANAGEMENT

ENTER INTO AGREEMENT

As Result of Conference Held

This Morning, Commissioners

Meet To Consider Temperary Ordinance—Plant
Will Probal_)ly Open Sunday Morning

As a result of a conference held
between the management of the
gas company and thé city commis-
sioners this .morning, an agree-
ment was entered into which will
undoubtedly lead to the re-opening
of the gas plant Sunday morning
at 10:30 o’clock. _ ' _

The agreement entered into *be-
tween the gas company and the
commissioners is virtually the
same one under consideration at

the meeting held with State Fuel®

(S8

Wednesday evening.

for a twenty per cent

Administrator John L. Kennedy:

The comimissioners are in session
as the Daily Express goes to press
considering a resolution and tem-
porary ordinané® which provides
increase of
gas rates up to October 1, during
which lime an audit of ithe books of
the company will be made and a
physical valuation of the company’s
plant is to be made by a govern-
ment representative.




CITY COMMESSIONERS AND

GAS COMPANY

4

MANAGEMENT

ENTER INTO AGREEMENT

As Result of Conference Held This Morning, Commissioners
" Meet To Consider Temporary Ordmance—Plant
thl Probably Open Sunday Mommg

As a result of & cOnference held
between the - management of tl'le
gas company and the city commlé-
sioners this morning, an - agree-
ment was entered into which will
undoubtedly lead to the re-opening
of the gus plant Sunday morning
at 10:30 . o'clock.

_ The agreement enttered into be-
fweett ~ the gas : comnpany &nd ihe
! commissioners i3 ' virtually the
‘same one under consideration at
*the meeting held with State Fuel’

Administrator. John L. Kennedy
Wednesday evening.

* The commissioners are in segsion
as the Datly Express goes to prqss
counsidering & -resofution and -tem-

‘porary ordinance whjch . provides

for a twenty per cent increase of
gas.rates up 16 Octol:‘r‘er 1, during
which time an audit of ‘the’. hooks of
the COTHPAY Y Wil “be made. a.ﬂd -a

"physical valuation of the company’s
-plant.is'to Be made by & govern-

ment »re presentat:ve

T g
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.f-'r:monnnv- INCREASE IN RATES
" GRANTED AND GAS PLANT RE-OPENS

L) - -
_ Emm ,sa,s‘ ';Urisumﬁ 13, are, again

emoylng the luxury of cookmg with
gas lhe city’ commlsswncrs and the
qu company managemcnt coming
13 ‘un agrccment Saturday evening
whrch resulied in the re-opening of

t'h:a‘, gas plant - Sunday -morning at
10430 ¢'clocle..
““Following the signing of the agree

mﬁnt ‘Saturday-.under. the terms of{-

whidli- the gas tompany has been
granted -a temporary increase - of
. rates-of twenty per cent dating from
Jine 1, séveral - conferences were
necessdary before the-details of -the
‘gétilerent- were fiunally closed up.
"JMatters wera at the - hreaking
suge al various times during the
i ‘crnoun, the point at issue being
wi ether or not an ordinance was

Tred ‘to make the temporary in-
ﬁgae Jdegal; The point was first
ridséd by Mayor Heffelfinger and
wa}g tnsisted upon ; by Commission-
m‘ Wal]ace Welgql eitorneys for

ysas ‘company assemng that in

o er io legalize the agreement. for

hemporary, increase,* an’ ordi-
nénce must be passed,

. #The commidsfoners.- were of the
dginion ilfat the passage of such
. En sprditfance might jeopardize the
hts of the city in the courts and
. r&used to pass the same. Unable
come to an agreement in the af-

t oon, ‘an adjournmént was taken-

itil 7 o'clock Saturday night, when

veral‘ attorneys met with
#nqnissioners. and a dec¢ision was

ally rearhed that o resolulion
wou]d till -all ‘requirements.

The resolution was passed, and
the.gas planj. was re<opened Sunday
moring 4t 10:30  o'cloek, bringing
tp ‘a,close & condltton which has ra
pulted in".much inconvenience, ex-
penss and tdouble for the gas con-
sumers of,the city of Beatrice,

': SThe Resolntiony
-xThe resoluuon adopted was as [ol
lows.u A,
“Be :s resolved by the mavor and

{1 {Qfg

m'@ﬂow

[cily .council Io,{-_ the _cnly .of: Bau_trlce,

County Gas,

the.

Nebr., that the proposition this day
submitled to the . city by the Gage
County Gas, Light & Power com-
pany, which has heen filed with the'
clerk and read al (his meeting, be;
and the same is, accepted and order
ed to he made part of the minutes
of this meeting, and = -

“Be il further resolved that we
herchy agree and request that Fed-
eral Fuel Adminisirator Garfield, at

his earliesl convenlence, select.and
send to thiscity, a competent and
disinterested engineer to appraise,
the value of the plant and property
of the said gas company, 'as per
agreemént enterad inte this 15th day
of June 1918 between the Gage
Light & Power. com-
pany and the city counc:l of Beat-
rice.

“Be it further resolved  that the
city clerk is thereby inslructed to
forward & copy of this resolution to:
John L. Kennedy, federal fuel -ad-
minjstrator of the stale of Nebraska!

“And be it further resolved that’
the gas rales lo be' charged by the
Gage County 'Gas, Light & Power
company, its successors and assigns
be temporarily fixed: for the time
from June 1, 1918 to October 1, 1918
as follows: $1.62 per thousand cub-
ic feet .thereof, With a discount of
5 cents per thousand cubic feet to
any and all ¢onsumers using less
than 3,000 cubic feet, if paid with-
in fiftecn days from the dale of ren
dering bhill for same, and a discount
of 10 cenls per thousand cubic feet
fo any -end all consumers ‘using
3000 cubic feet or more, if pald
within 15 days from the date of
rendering a hil] for same, and ‘the
rates are hereby su tcm;poranly nx..-
ed for said period..

Passed and appt‘oved thls 15th
day ol June, 1918, b

R C. HIEFFELI‘INGER

-_l'.‘!ﬂ:.'i i

e e Ee Mayor



TEMPORARY INCREASE INRATES -
GRANTED AND GAS PLANT RE-OPENS

P f* AR
Bap;rgc,ghgas (;unsumers are again

enjoying the luxury of cooking-with
Eas,'dh'e city- commissiodcrs and the
gqa company management coming
) tt?» o ‘ngreement Saturday evening
w‘hlch resulicd in the re-opening of

th.’é gos plant --Sunday mornmg at

10.30 g'clock.
Followmg the gigning of the ngree

mint ‘Salurday--undec the lerms of| .

which th¢ gas company has becn
ghmtcd -a temporary incrcase - of
. rates-of twenty per cent dating from
June 1, séverul - confcrences were
necessary before the details of the
gettlernent - were fiunally closed .up.
wwMatters were al the * breaking
stage at various times during the
i ernoon. the: naint. at issue being
whether ‘or not an ordinance was
afilifted to make the temporary in-
Gxl &sa Jegal. The point was first
r' sed by Mayor Heffeinger and
Wt}a “insisted upon - by Commission-
aﬂ.’ Wallace Weigel; attorneys for
@ .gag’ company assertmg that in
of ér to legalize the agrecment for
“Wmgorary- increase, " an "ordi-
-nénce niust be passed
. x—;l'he commisgioners. were of the
nifon: {Hat the passage of such
__ap. ordifiance might jeopardize the
ghtﬁ of the city in the courls and
fused to pass. the same. Unable
‘come 10 an agreement in the af-
{ ‘061'1, ‘an adjournment was taken
jfitil 7 o'clock Saturday night, when

g jveral - ‘attorneys wmet with the

egmmissioners, and a decision was
. nslly reached that a resolution
wpu_ld fill all ‘requirements.
The resolution was passed, and
the. gas plant was re-opened Sunday
mbrming ai 10:30 o'clock, bringing
to.a;close & condition which has re
;plted in much inconvenience, ex-
pense and tdouble for the gas con-
sumera otjth.e city of Bealnce.
‘;‘_. - % 3784 Resolutions

«The resolutlon adopted was as fol
lows' .
3 ‘Be is resolved by the mayor and

(71,0906
B

cily council of the c;ty ol Bea._t.nce,

Nehr., that the proposition this day
submitted to the city by the Gage

Counly Gas, Light & Power com-
pany, which hag been filed with the!
clerk and read al i{his -mccl‘.iﬁg’. he;
and the same is, accepled and order-
ed to be made part of the minutes
ol Lhis mecting, and -
“Be it Inrther resolved that we
herchy ngree and requiest that Fed-
cral Fuel Adminisirator Garfield, at
his earlinsl convenlence, selecl and
send to ihis'city, a compelent and
disinlerested engincer to appraise,
the value of the plant and property
ot the said gas company, ‘as per
agreemént entered into this 15th day
of June 1918 hetween the Gage
Couniy Gas, Light & Power com-
pany and the city council of Beat—
l‘lCB

“Be il further resolved - that the
city clerk is hereby instructed. to
forward a copy of this resolution to!
John L. Kennedy, federal fuel ad-

ministrator of the stale of Nebraskad

“And be it further resolved that’
the gas rates to be charged by -the
Gage County Gas, Light & Power
company, its successors and assigns
be temporarily fixed: for the timp
from June 1, 1918 to Octgber 1, 1918
as follows: §1.62 per thousand cub-
ic feet thereof, With g discount of
5 cents per thousand cubic feel (o
any and all ¢onsumers using less
than 3,000 cubic feet, if paid with-
in fifteen days [rom the date of ren
dering bill for same, and a discount
of 10 cents per thousand cubic feet
lo any and =1l consumers. ' using
3,000 cubic feel or more, if pald
within 15 days from the date of
rendering a hill for same, and the
rates are hereby so bemporarlly Im
ed for said period.. .

Passed and approved thls lSth
day of June, 1918.
l'-l C. HIEFFEL[‘INGER

am e Mayor

'-‘ﬂ?‘.?-l;.

Gees



SHOWDOWN IN
CITY GAS FlGkl

P I
COMMISSI&:NEERS RESOLUTION
AYS PAY TAX. OR FORFEIT
' FRANCHISE '

CLMM $2,000 DUE Iy

1918-1918 Occupaﬁmn 'Le\ncs Bone
Contention in Present Spirited
Controversy.

Resolutlona which were adopted
by the councll yesterday eall for @
showdown in the tax -contiroversy
with the gas company- ' .

TThe resolutions. which were in-
troduced by Mayor Heftelfinger and
adopted " wnanimously, get forth, that
gniess the Cecofporation ‘pays 18
1918-1% oceupation taxeés by ‘Fehru-
ry 290, its franchise will be revoked.
The company nas" refused to square
up of make any: raport rela.tlve +0
the taxed tor’ w peﬂod of two’ IFEATS:
1t is a,sserteﬂ Thd amount 1n701ved
is approximately $2; 600, .

. eCounter Claim -

As stated'aome timie 280 Manager
Rice co'ntends that the clity 1= in-;
debted ‘to the company - AT - expenea-a
jnvolved jn lowEriDg: Qhe malins blt-
ér various “gtreety  were: graded. FHe
hotds that ‘when ithe grading made
1t picegsury to jbwer the malins be-
low the frostiine, the. =ity should
hnve met one hall the expense.’ Up
ito the prasent the company hasa . not
completed a. tabulatlon ot the ex-
,pense {tems. PR

Cliy Attorney Bourne gubmitted 2
draft. of the’ ordinance which ex-
tends the fire limiits to jn¢lude the
souti halt of Freamans gub-divi-
slon and the noT
and it was passed The - district
takes in the Floyd taxl ba.rn. the
Garhaw produc® atore ‘and © other

puildings 1n the Eishth

streets vicinlty.

rth halt of block' 60°

a.nd CO\I L]

(Ba.s

GAS COMPANY FILES .
/ $2 4% COUNTER CLAIM

M&n‘ 3 cm'rEn 1IN CONTRO-
4 VE :SY OVER | NOR-PAY-
1{ HEN"E 7O /TAXES"

CIJIINCIL 18: STANDING PAT

Mamtam Corpomtmn Must Pay or
: "Lose Franchise—Rice Pre-
y . -sents His Bide,

Intimatlona that the city and gas
company are scheduled for a fight
over the tax queauon were . shown
10 be we].l tounded yeg.terda,r morn-
ing when ltanager Thos. Rice pre-
gented a counter ¢lalm ‘of $2,400.

+ s etated nrbﬂouslr, the commis-
sio,ner demand -the payment of oc-
cdpation taxeq which are averdue
o the amount ot $2,000. ‘The com-
wany, according o the councll, has
lgnored the -levles, tor two yeara
ahd. contlnues 10" refuee payment.- A
rhsolutlon racently . adopted by the
et;nilplqaloners apeci,tlca.lly charged
thl;t-"thn taxes .are 1n arrears for

1

i ‘-;- 4“\ 1919. LIt was - alan . w8t
gai-‘th. b tm: fvanéhise. wWould: * De
gfﬁjt 34 the compa.ﬁ? squAared
M '?}f.“ 0. --:Ch’iet ot P£llce ]'Jil-

3¢ ‘ered lIamg

-, Folfawl Sy theHcouneil's  actlon;

Hahake'r ‘Rice stated that the city’s

doni‘!ﬁﬁa wou,‘ld be met By & ocunter

el jovetlng the expénses fmeur-,
B

7oa Y. the corporation In lowerlig;
var{b{ malns. ‘The pipes were low-
-eted Helow " l'he froat llne, he sald.
whgﬁfi'ﬂib ‘oity “graded the streeis.
The" Y ;ahould ‘bave stood the ex-|
: "[,khgt]qe company. ac-
g.apger ‘who atated
dtidope.
‘pe cdrporationa
r work which 1s
qom in . recent
oners are “stand-
eation, which 1a




COUNCIL EXCEEDS POWER

Manager Rice Serves 'Notice De-
mand For Occupsalftion Tex Will
Be Passed Up

Manager Thos. Rice of the gas
company Yyesterday served, notice at
the city hall that the council is not
empowered to revoke the _ftranchise
without recourse to the courts. "As
gtated by the Sun vyesterday, the
manager filed a claim for §$2.400
t!or expense in lowering. mains in
‘answer to the council's demand for
.payment of occupation taxes. The
Itaxes total $2,000 and the council
{has" served notice that the franchise
,wdll be revoked it pa.yment 13 not
made, by Feh. 20... : .

- Service to Cont‘mue _

It does; not sesmn. th t the compa-
ny's sérvice to its

lmprobable a.t i:his time Maym
Het!eltinger atntad that th? ‘miatter
would be conslderaq! gt the sesslon
Tuesday and .that.. <ihe’ com’pahy’s
claim would. probabl.y Pe tabled for
turther investigation.’ In tlie mean-
time the :tax gquestion will also be
carried over for the time helng.
In fillng yesterday's notice,. the
manager ' declared that any action
in. regard to revoking the franchise
would be lgnored because the coun-
cll , would' exceed its powers.” Rina-
ker, - Kidd &Delehant, Beatrice
and Geo. A, Lee, Omaha, are at-
torneys for the corporation..

Y 19,1920
DS
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WILL ASK RECEIVER
FOR GAS COMPANY

Representative of Bondholders Indi-
cates Early CAetion in Fedoral
ourt.

Relterating Dis earliel sitatements
H. E. Foster, representing eastern
pondholders of th: gas company,
told the city commissioners yester-
day that application will soon be
made for receiver. Mr. Foster, who
s a Lincoln attorney, held anoather
conference with Mayor Heffelfinger
and. Commissioners Weigel and Judad
during the day., He indicated that
proceedings would seon be started
m federal court.

Thé company has defaultad the
1919 intereat on a $106,000 . bond
issuc., ’

To File Claim

City Attorney W, 5, Bourne, act-
Ing on Instructions (from the coun-
eil. will file the city's $2,000 occu-
pation tax claim after the recelver-
hip is applied for hy the bondhold-
ers,

No actloa- has been taken by the
councll on the companys ~$2.400
counter clalm whith was receutly
rubmittzd by Manager Thos. Rice.
The ecity owes this amount, Mr. Rice
contends. hecausa of° expensés in-
curred in lowering malns when dif-
'eront strcets WEIe gra.dcd

/)wa.. by 1922
b&l-l»( St

in



COUNCIL REOPENS
“GAS CONTROVERSY

CITY ATTORNEY BOURNE IS IN-
STRUCTED- To START COL-
LECTION PROCEEDINGS

NEW-GFFICIALS SOON-BUSY

Corhissioners-Elect "Will Be on Job
Monday‘—MuérlhtBuSineé'_s Is on
b afe, *~

‘Meeting yesterday for their regu:
lar session. the city comunissioners
reopened the controversy with -lthe
gds comphny by instructing City At-
torney W. S. Bourne to push the
claim for uppald occupation -~ taxes.
Mr. Bourne was autharized to start
proceedings at omce; though it was
juot stipulated that he should .carry
the tight into court. Harly devel-
opments will probably decide wheth-
er or oot lMtigatton is to follow.

Ths ¢ommissionerg some time ago
demanded. the payment of 1318-1%
taxes, agegregating $2,000.- Manager
Thos. Rice thereafter supmittedy a
$2,400 counter claim ~ for expenses
iIncurrd in lowerlng malns jn recent
years, Hs contended that .the clty
should have mef half of the expense,
under the.terms of the franchlse, but
the l'bondholders entered the fight
and tHe fax questlon ,wal shelved
pending a poadible adjustmént. East-
-ern interestd” own the ‘bonds, upen
which : Interébt Da)’mcnts bave beéen
defaulted. There were - intimatibns
of a réceivership, but nothing de-
vgloped; and thig.1s the reason the
commisaione'rs gave yesterday for
ranewing +hg- cont‘rovursy The bonid
1ssue totals $108 000

Doy S

-



Fleckric

1 —The building now oceccupfed by -
the gas and electrie offices, purchas-,
1ed some time ago by Goble, the meat
market man, is to be remeodeled, it
Iwas annaunced yesterday. The work
will begin as sooun as the gas and
electric officers are moved elaewhere,
-Gohle will occupy the place with his
,market when the place is cnupleted.

Do £y ¢4
Dazy Semr
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COMPANY ASKS €Y
+ TOAREETOLE
b ININGTON STk

BEASED CONSUMPTION OF
iNC GAS REQUIRES LARGER
HOLDER CAPACITY.

UST TRY-0R DISHISS THE CASE

- Federal Cowrt Wants Case Off Doc-
ket—Has Been Hangine Fire
For Dozen Years.

Needed linprovements at lhe gas
plant here have been delayed pend-
ing disposal of a lawsuit  between
the city and tle gas company which
has been pending a dezen years. The
Increase -1n the consumption of gas
to supply the needs of Beatrice re-

- to the time the city granted an in-

gldenta has made it necessary to add
a new holder at the plant and an-
.order for this equipment 1s being
held up unttl the old and all but
torgotten ltigation 1s disposed of.

_The history of the case goes back:
to 1811. In that year, the c¢ity coun-;
oll after having granted an increase
in .gas rates, passed an ordinance re-
.ducing rates. Holding that the re-
duction would amount to confisca-
.tlon of 1t3 property, the gas company
cbloined the enforcoment of the or-
dinancd In the federal court, gave
tond and thereupon and thereafter
established a gas rate which the com-
panly held was compensatory.

e ¢lty employed Professor Sciple
to make an appraisal of the ghs plant
and.suggest ‘a schedule of -rates and
company was then charging. The
clty “never -pressed the ‘actlon and
the temporary injunction has since
stood. The case slumbered in federal
court. : .
- In-Juneé 1918, the city granted an
_tnerease In rates. TP It shouid . be
‘shown ‘that durtng those years from
1911 .t0 1918 while the injunction
was In force, the company was nol
entitled to- the Injunction agalnat
ke, crats ordinance, the company

"might Be~cdlled’ Upon to pay back

the extess which it collected:  from:

Ata -conduniers over the rates esta-
blished. by the enjoined ordinance.
For thit reason the company, by its
general counsel, George A. Lee, who
was in the cliy yesterday, asks that
the city now agvee to a stlpulation

for dlsmisszl of the case. Otherwlsc

it will be tried at more or less cost
to both the city and the company.
Mr. Lee presenfed the matter to the
“¢clty commissioners but no acilon has
yet been tdken.

" fn July, 1920, the city granted u
rate increase above the 1818 sche-
dule, thereby again acknowledging,
a8 the company contends, that the
onjoined ordinance rates were inade-
guate. .

"Under a rule of the department
of justlee'.' said Mr, Lee, “ aectians
not trled within five years  must he
dismissed. Upon order of Judge Mun-
Eel to show cause why the 1911 in-
Juactlon should not be disnn’sset]. 1
company appeared - and  informo:dl
Judge Munker that a siummary dis-
missal would be legally eguivalent
to the case never having been start-
ed, and if the 1911 temporary re-
strajning order would De disimissed,
technically theve would be or might
be & contingent liabilily against ihe

colupahy representing the differencel

between the 1911 ordinance  rates
and the rates actually charged up

crease. The court suggesied that,
eluce it wus all water over the dam
and an ancient controveray, that
the city mlght consent to =z stipuia-
tlen that a permanent sdecree be en-
tered In the caBe thereby glving fi-
nality to the litlgation. It is this
stipulation that the company now

auks the clty comuopilesloners Lo au-|

thorize.” . .
The matler was constdered by the

city commiseloners yesterday and
they Instructed City Atlorney Dut-
ton te present to them a higlory of
the case.

[harel T, (9-3
DatySe—

cdncerned,/ T
missed -wibthout- an agreement It is
. posdlhle/—thongh: perhaps not prob-

I

-

. mibgloners,

* the ‘officialg stated

WOULD ABAWOON THE GTY SERWEE

‘tloh] the éompany wasgranted in-

DISCUSS QUESTION OF OLD IN.
~"JUNCTION DISMISSAL AND
AGREEMENT )

"Otficials of the gas and eleclric

cenpany conferred with the c[ty"
commlsaioners yeslerday relative to
dismissing the "old rate injucction:
proceedings which have hung fire

since 1911. Manager Brooks of the
company's gds department at Oma-
11_9.; “Qéo. A Lee, geuneral counsel,
and .Manager B, H. Conlee of the
Beatrice office met. with Mayor Fay-
lowrand Commissioners High and
EM4 and 'went over the groind cow-
eredi by an eraller review appeari®
in: these colurmns: oA

3 N .5

_The comnpany in. 1911, durip, the
Griflin administration, / secypd;the
courg orde¢r enjoinifigy the x*¥ifrom
enfolcinga $1.25 rate. IpARYY ani
agali; durfng the ;pi"é'sen,;L_ﬁ. inlstra

ctpales to Meet risipg/tosts of pro-
dyction. The injunxion.

guedi prevented the<Nny from enforc-
frg the $1.25 pa¥7as provided by
‘an ¢rdinanae sséd  durlng the
i It 1s still I eifect

iat 4t might be asked to pay
bqek e-amount repressnied by rthe
drence - botween:, - - :
AL It should -be shown- Jater that !
{hgrlempany.wis not eniltlel to the;!
.lqjgﬁ.gctiqn. against “-the - rata ordl- I'I
hange;.it might be asked to pay back ¢
the xecess.'which it coflegted . over

the:rates - fixed by the enfolned or-
d{fepee up to the time the 1918 in-
cfédde was granted, R
Hfithe . injunction  1s -dismiased
withput an.agreement .covering this
poitif, it i§ posalble—though it hard-
1y epems jprobalile—that ..d contvo-
vorey. might arise owver ths -matter. |
Tha jcompany therefore “asks for a
stlpulation covering)this point,
"“Ng action was taken by the com-
Actlen “was also defer-
red B0 a proposaf.from the-company
thitt 1t furnish fhe city the lighting !
sbhvice now glgen by the munieipal
pant. £ .
et connectibi with the proposed
setilement of the injunction matter,
8 yesterday that
tha corporation does not wish 1o ex-
pgnd‘from,f‘SJ:S'.OQG to 350,000 in the
ingtkllatién of a” new *“holder'” and
other equipment for its local plant
untll it"1a assured of protection.

NS

—

B ——




COMPANY: ANNOUNCES
NEW\ SCHERULE GAS
. AND-CURRENT RATES

pmrh { MAKES  REDUCTIONS
"FOR Iﬁ!'s SERVICES EXFECTIVE

PRONENENTS AT 45 - LA

f N w Holder
W]]l Bpehdtgmm'fo or Ne

Gas’
Eqmpment

Conaum.ers ot gos n.nd alectriclty
i Bea.trlne are fo-have lower rafes,
'-a.c irdiicg: to. u.nnouncqn-ent made
: v I H. Brb af Omaha,

-Mlnlmum bill ... .60

‘reductions are made in gas rates de-

" Increase in the gquantity of g83 made

..mnuta.cturlng' and Yolder capacity

: ha.ve been under  conaldsration . for

g

tgrdi‘ﬁ Wnaght ot ‘i "Nebraska

a"ihd’ Eledtric cornpany, owners of

him uttllties, atthe .clty hall..
% rdn‘.eq are bo 80 lnto ertect

M:o,
‘I‘ilér ﬁléﬁtrlc rites now charged
% mﬁl" 12" cents down _to &
cBf '*ﬂ.’,ﬁqd the new tates will run
. from 10 centa.down to & cents. /The
minimom of 60 etk s unchanged.
! ‘Tha raté& ik on- a  alding
acale—lrﬂ“ ‘on. consfimption within &
fmonth, ranging from $1.90 to $1.36
" per” i;hﬂ‘uixnd cubte fest’ with the
fdme, ®{niimum as at present, -§0
centc. & present rate 1a $1. 99 per
: th?ﬁmd. cuble.teat,. -
»'Fo}.lqw:h;g are the new: electri\:
_1' ateay
itk 50 KWH used per
d0¢. por KWH.
- Next §0 KWH usecl per month sc
per RWH..
~Next- 5o KWH used per month ac
per- EWH.
Ne.‘lt €0 KWI—I uaed. per, month, Te

. N' "'ﬁoo KW'HI od per month
usc pér SOWH, uﬁ

- Next. 500 KWH used, par month
Be: Mlg‘k
tnAl ‘over 1000 KWH used . per
n; Iﬂg'ﬂ
gm{;nm bijl, 60
A |

X e{elect.ﬂo fatea are,

-month,

""i; ot 103IJKWH uBed in- manth, 8¢

M!nimum bﬂI 50-: . :
- t“*'I‘Iie new. achedula of gas rates ITH
4o . . .per 1,000
; : . . cublc feet:

Pt this matter 1a-atill upsettled. The

Firat 2000 cu ¢ used for mo... $1,.90
Next 3,000 cu ft used per mo..... $1.86
Next 5,000 ¢u ft used per mo....§$1.65
Over. 10,000 ey ft uged per mo $1.35
5% Mr. Brooks explalned thar these
EPite the fact that raw material prices
for. coke and coal have recently ad-
vancéed, and Indications’ paint to &
higher level of prices Dermanently.
People have got into fhe habit of
szlng gas and 1t should be poselble to
inéreage’ consumption. In the past
three years there has been a marked

and sold in Beatrice. The In¢rease
hag brought the 1.1tiI[t:..|r up. ta the
point where [t must have addltional

in order” ‘to meet. the demand. The ad
ditlone.l holder ‘for 100,340 cible teet
oapacity and the new equipment tor
making and purltying -the gas will
cogt o the neighborhuod lm! SBD QOO.
Bz, Brooks sald. . :

The gas and électric ?a.'l;e queatlons

nthe -time." The company “had: askéd

tat- the clity dgree Qﬁ.,stlpnl’a:ﬁfon for}.

o dismissdi"of an Ijunction which
has béen in force for a dozen-years,

otticerp of the company conalder the
contingent liabillty 86 remote that
they can esfely go ahesd with the
im‘prnvamente to increase their,plant

capacity, whlch will be, done at
once, ' . . .

9 7, 7Yy g3
Dl
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CONLEE RETIRES AS GaS"
* IND ELECTRIC MAMAGER

will En.a‘age in Oft Busmess—Ed.-
; Seh.mm of Missouri Valley:
Takes .Cha.rg‘e Here

B. H Conlee, Iocal manager of the,
Nebraska Gas & Rlectrlce company, |
hag -resigned - his pogition and wllll
engage in the gasoline and oil busi-'
nees ag soon &5 the hullding be ls'er-
ecting at HEi{ghth and Court atreets
18 completed.
Hdq, Schmld formerly managar
for the tompany at Misgour! Valley,
has been assigned to the poat of lo-
c¢al manager of the gas and electric
- |properties here and will také charge
&t once.” -Mr. Schmid s a graduate
of the University of Nebrasks, &an
electrical engineer, and has been
with the company for nearly ten
years.. He comes highly recommend-
ed aa a capable publlc utility exrecu-
tlva as well as a technical expert..
Mr. Conles - had been connected
with. the local electric plant since
March, 1912; The - prépbrty has
been under several ownershtps ‘i
that ‘perfod. Several years' ‘ago the
Eas - and electrtc companlea wera con-
aolidated under ‘one” " niaiAgement
and Mr, ‘Conlee hhs- been' jn' ‘charge. |
‘With:no pravl‘ous Bxperlance dn puib-.
e ‘utility” opergtldn Mr. Conlei
took "fiold «of the properties here,
insastered the details’ and mianaged
ftiem with markedabliity and-gréat-
17 increaaed the compzny's volume
of -business., ‘He has beed consider-
ing for somé Almé enga.glng 1y the
oil -and geeolifie ‘buslness and ten-.
dered his resigmation toc- the public
ntility, - He will remain ‘with the
company 'in an advlaory capacity un-
til the middle of August, by w®hich
time hia bulidiog will be °°‘“PI. }ed

”{ {9}3
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Emery, deputy treasurer; N. Her- The magic of turning on
ron, gheriff; Barnett, deputy sher-

igf: J. E. Cobby, county judge;
Willls Knight, surveyor, and M.
Waeaverling, guperintendent of
aschools. -

City Officers—S. 8, Switzer,
mayor; C. M. Talley, George Metz-
ger, Al Halliday and 8. P. Leater,
councilmen: E. M. Hill, police
judge: H. 5. Candee, fustice of the
peace, and James Marash, marshal

Lindentree — Arabian Horse

awitch end having light and
ergy al our command wouid h.
heen beyond fheir comprehenst

Se¢, too, would have been the ut

and street commissioner.

Millers-—Biack Bros. These men
came from Polo, Ill., and during
tinighed
building the mill, at a cost of $21,-

the last days of 1879
000, to which $2,000 in Improve-
ments were added in 1881, Adjoin-
‘og the mill they had a 33,000 ele-
rator,

MNewspapera—The Express, by
f. A. Brown: the Gage County
democrat, by G. P. Marvin, and
“he Courler, by PRabcock, The
Aader had recently sunk, Besides
he three newapaper oftices. there
'ag a firm of job printers—Scott
- Scott.

There seemed to he two bank

zation of *juice” created in b
teries, And what would they ha
said ahout eleclrically driven f:
tery machinery and the eicct
waashing machines, vacuuni ctes
ers, ranges, refrigerators and |
other things in the house of !
day?

The Iowa-Nebraska Lipht
Power company n2w tapas va
paolg. of electif:ity created o
rem Beatrice. The Gage Count
Electric company creates curre
at ity Blue river power plan
southeast of Beatrice and
Biue Springs. The Blue {8 no
tilized more than any offier mi.
estern stream of similar size {1
hydro-eleclric plants,

Probably the most unique enterprize -in the history of Beatrice
was that of breeding Arabian horses. The late L. W. Colby was the
owner of thls fine sire, Lindeptree, back In 1889. By 1893 many
Beatrice, residents were hoasting of Arablan steeds in their stables,
Lindeptree and hiz mount, Louis Rlesen, 1s shown here.

he First Natlonal and Willlam
amb’s banking house,

ARMERS COMPLAINED
" OF SHORT WEGHT

Some persona say there w
‘re dishonesty Im the old days
e double dealing and smoot
kery than there fa now. Others
h for the plain spoken, honest
78 of old, when men wouldn't
ak of defrauding s meighbor. It
osrobable thet there wepe then,
now, meh who lived by thelr
3 and men who lived by hon-
toll. When we think of the
m jumping, gambling and
ky kind of men who come west
she early days we are apt to
sve that all the immigrants
e grafters and crooks, and
n we think of the simple,
ight-forward folks who settled
: when the state was new we
apt to think everybody was
of nature’s gentlemen.
fty years ago there were com-
its of deceltful practices In
fown, and a fermer writing to
of the newspapers said:
t g the general Impression
a farmer ts lable to be chesl-
y short weights when he sells
itock or grain, that the ma-
¢ of buyers need watching and
then they will heat you; that
- are honorable exceptions I
lad to &dmit, but there might
good many more than they

¢ Farmers Allinncee, an or-

Gas Lights of Gay Nineties

- Gave Way to Electricity As
" Progress Brought It’s Changes

Boys and girls, sometime when
you are rummaging -arcund some
of our older downtown bulldings,
examine the ceilings and sidewalls.
You will probably find a pipe or
a more or leds ornamental jet here
and there. They are relles of your
granddad'a day——of those far away
yeara when gas was a “modern’”
lghting” material. - '
~-Back in the gay 20's folka turn-
d on the gas end lighted it with

match.  Cast iron standards at
ntervals along the strects were
lao topped with ges lights. In the

lamp chandeliers used ‘kesosene
but gas wag aag far ahead of the
as they were shesd of candles.

The gas wag artificial. Toda
thousands . of miles. of pipeline
carry natural gas from Kansas
Oklahoma and Texas fields acros
Gage county. It lz now used fo
tighting but provides fuel fo
heating and cooking.

Then Came Electrleity

Electricity ended the geas llght
ing eéra and also Brought othe
changes which wouild have as
tounded our grandfathers an

omes folica who still had ornate

grandmaothers,

MITTAN CAMFE IN 1868

Isaac B. Mittan, who was 8
years old the founth day of Marc!
last, has lived continuously i
Gage county for 64 years. His fa
ther, Daniel C. Mittan came to
Nebraska from Lee county, I
noig, ¢rossing the Missourt river
at Brownville on May 1, 18685,
when Isaac weas 17 years old. The
older Mittan preempifed a home-
stead a mile east of the present
village of Holmeaville. His farm
consiated of 160 acres, and Isaac
B. Mittan now reafdes on an eigh-~
ty-acre tract of the original home-
stead, which has never heen out
of the family possession. He drives
2 car and i3 in rugged heslth.

At and Acrosn Knaes

Much has been 8ald about the
legsoos learned ot mothers’ knces,
but for deep-septed Iimpressions
thoge learned acroas thosge same
knees shouid not ba denfed their
relative Importance.—Fort Worth
Eecord-Telegrnm,

For 41 Years We Have
Watched Beatrice

AT

Grow!

:-i ;{




JIL AND GAS PROBLEN

-l‘i.'—FirI,ow Makes Known ihe Prop-
osition Submitted to People of
Beatrice _and Vﬁcinily

* The following letter wiitten for
this paper by W. N. Farlow op
the oil and gas problem will be
found interesting reading by resi-
idents of this city and vicinity:
While we are talking good
i roads, holding farmers’ institutes:
‘and endeavoring to devise ways
.._a,nd means whereby we may bene-
At ourselves individually and the
E‘_.commanit__p collectively, 1 think i '
".an opportune time to make knowr
‘g proposition that bas been suh-
l ‘mitted to the people of Beatrict
l and vicinity, and which, if actq
i upon and-secured at once, will, il
L my opinion, bring greater rewarc

[y

.....

atrme than anything that has :
been suggested.

"] have not the time nor sp
‘here to mention: all the deta
leadmg up to this propogition, bli1

f-.
vl
r

; wlll gtate that during the pa
; shmmer Mr. A. J. Butler of th
i ¢ity, and myself secured the aer\
gés of an old miner and oil ext
pert- of Boulder, Colo., and thory
oughlv prospected . tha country
a*round Beatrice for several miles.
: Ha exprassed bimsgelf as bemg
' thoroughly satiafied with the pros-
pects for botb oil-and gas,and waid
that he would 'at once bring the
mattur to the attention of the cap-
italists ~ with-. whom he was then.
engaged
.;He did so0 with the result that
'-_’we now have a propomtlon from
iithem ‘to furnish all the money
ceded to develop this field if we
Z4ill.secure leases on the land in
‘the vicinity of this city, so that

:they may bave sufficient territory’

;and control .of the feld, in case
tbey find valuable products to jas-
tl fy the expenditure of such sums
. a6 they think may be necessary to
:___deve}op a pow feld like this. At
i’.he same time they offer the farm-

er or owner of the land a good |

royalty free of all expense to bim,
.._and ask’ nothing unreasonable, as

they do not ask one cent from any’
-person, but on. the contrary offer
- the owners of the land ove-tenth
part of everything produced of
. value, free of any cost to bhim
- whatever. As a .precnutiobary
measure 1 shall take the lease in
my.own name to be held by me
until they bave _their machmery
“on the ground

., They have written us that they
will be ready to begin operations
__as soon a3 we secure the leases, or
- &t least not later than early spring.
7" Now lat us get busy. The papers
- of this city bave had something to
'‘say in regard to this matter #nd
:-have wisely urged us to do some-
- thing,'and -we are now ready to
; take the leases, a copy of which
...may be seen at anv of the banksin
«-this city. Now if the farmers will
-a'caIl in‘at one ‘of the banks when in
own' and ‘execute these leases, it
ill expedite this matter and save]
ona:derable trouble and exponse;
nd a3 they will reoewe more di-
ect ‘benefit it we are auccessful
h.al_n any, one else Itrust tbat they

aé hnve ,done for. other Ioca.htxes
hera the need of them wns noth

flmaglne wl_:lat they would

for ua, -if:fougg"-
l 3
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Local :Capi[i\lists Plan to Inslall New Light-

Z# %> AND FLECTRIC |
DLANT FOR BEATRICE

ol e NN
e BT S e

3o A '-'_-,u-_‘.:"-( L e
Ydoe :

‘ing Plant-- Seck Right to Use Streels
- From Cily Council---Will Mecan

| ‘Exp'enditure of

Last ove:ll-ilng at  the regular.

meoting of the city council the ap- |-

plication for frauchise from the A.
5. Maxwell Gas and Electric com-
pany was read. .
The company is formed by A 8.
Maxwell and other influential par-
ties in this city, and will manufac-
ture and sell gas and electricity in
this city under a twenty-yoar
franchige. = - - o
“Ihe proposed franchise providea
for the erection of a large gag maz-
afactory in a centrally located pars
. of the city and will .be in . conneec-
tion ‘with a large electric light and
ppwer plant which will also be
erected, The company will far-
nish light, heat and power atlower
rates than ever before. offered in
thie city, and will. be controlled by
local capital. = © o .
Mr. Maxwell said that the con-
trolling interest would ..be held by
local people, and preferred; it
ssible, to eell all the stock _ lo-
cally. L o
1t the franchise is -secflfad \a;oi'kj
will be started immediately <and
" sixteen miles of gas pipe . will be,
laid, A large gas holder, with a
capacity of 100,000 cubic feet, 65
feet in dismeter aud 45 ' feet *high,
wiil be installed. E
Building opleratiops will * be
rashed and it is expected to liave
the complete plant, installed and
all pipe laid in nine months, or as
BOOD 8S winter business ‘opens up.
Mr. Sage of the license commit
$ce siated that & remonstrance had
‘been filed against - the application
*of Louis D, Kasserlan to operabe a
saloon on North Sixth street. The

Large Svms.

‘application was referred back to
the council and mayor. from .the
committee and & epecial meeting
was called for Friday when the re-
mopgtrance will be heard, .

The druggists permits- of J W
Buswoll, H L Harper and Jackson
& Co., were paseod on aud granted,

.:l:he ptroct committeo reported
that they had found the tile bridge
‘néar the coruer of Tenth and Dosne
atreats to be too small to carry the
large amoant of water that _would.
pass through it after a rain fbud
recommended that a bridge eigh-
teen feot wide and four feet long be
builé. So ordered.

The committes reported unfovor-
ably on the matier of constructing
o new bridge between Twenty-
‘fourth and Twenty-fifth stroets oui
‘Market. They stated that they |
bad visited the place and found |
that it would be too great an ex- i
‘penditure for the city as. it was!
‘used mostly by one family. Shfeet
Commissioner Stewart advised
';ag;inst it and so the report of the
committee was nccepbed. '

e ROAD DRAGGING.

"'Street Commissioner Stewart waa
complemented on his use of . $he
King road drag, the committeo
finding that where it had been
been used the streets had been left
hard and smooth, ana that ali
holes had been fillad up, Upon
vote of the council it was recom-

mended that Mr, Btewart lef the
good work go on. R
. The bids for the consiruction of
the sidewnlks were opened and
read. The bid of Rutherford &
Leo was found to be the lowest

and was up for passaze when the
question of how thick the cement
walks should be, was raised. The
bid did not state the thickness of
theae walks and it was thought
best to Lold the bid over until tlie
next weeting aud for the city ut-
torney t0 render lig decision at
the next regular mewting,

R. A, Phelps, of South Beatrice,
stated that an overtlow sewer pipo
from the hospital of Dr. Hepper-
lon was apt to cause sick ness and
thought it was a nuissnce and
asked the conncil to take steps to
curb the overflow. Mr. Phelps
said $hat the sewerage Llowed on
his property’ and Lle ‘was afraid
contagion mightresult. Referred
to police and health committee.

Anderson reported that bids had
been received for the painting of
the city hall, and that the Dbid of
Moody and Riecker was the lowest.
The bid calls for the painting of
the woodwork and all brick, the
latter to be the Milwaukes brick
color, McCall objected to the cost
although he said the bid was low
enough, he thought the city Lall
was not worth painting, especi-
ally of the expensive Milwaukee
color, and thought that the regu-
lation red brick color would be the
best. - Other members of the coun-
cil thought that & change in the
outward appearance of the city
building would be the best and on |
motion the report of the commitieo _
waa adopted.

' THOSE ARC LIGMTS.

? Anderson ‘of the -street ‘lights
committee recommended that  the
eity take steps ‘toward the re-in-
stating of the two electric arc lights
voar the courthouse. Lust winter
the board of aupervisors took the
matter into their own bands and
ordered the discontinuing of the
lighte, much to the discomfart of
the north-end residents. It wae
Ginally (ft_ac_:ided that the etreot
tights committes accompaunied by
the imayor showld appcar before
the:board-and to try to impress on
the county board that the comnty
owned these lights inastead of the
city, - - .

“+The eight page typewritten re-
pors of Dr. Lloyd Davia, the water!

e
-.Uf.\n{‘{ (. Jrow o



export on the cily’s wuber supply,
wag read and placed on fle . for
_gome fubure time the council might
'need the report in in investigating
our municipal supply. The expert:
woa in favor of the filtering ol tho
river wator and sfated ,that he
wounld conduct the preliminavy
work for "$1,000 a month. The
mayor . thought this‘a little oo
steep and had ‘written tho oxpert
to come down to hiz price. Dr.:
Davis answered in reply that Lo
would do the work for $20"a day:
aud ao prove to tho city that the
filtering of the Blue River wa.s
possible.

M M Horney, represenbing tho
carryall men, stated that ho heard
somo Wywore parties intended to
come o thia city and take out a’
license for . .carryall worl . during
Chautaugqua. Mr. Horney did not
think that the - Beatrice carryall
men should bave to'pub , up. heavy
competition on Sunday -when they
do the entire work. -during the
weel. He said - that Beatrice

carryall men were. sll properby
owners and tax payers and thought
that their nght.s should bé pro-
tected. City Attorney Davis said |
he had beon approached by the
carrysl! men, who wanted an ordi-
nance drafted to provide for the
issuance of high licenses to outside
porties, and to protect the homo
hackmen. On motion the, matter
waa laid ovdr until the next meot-
ing in the bands of the city at-
torney. ‘

The ordinance to amond sectiocn
4, ordinance 75, to provide for the
extension of tho
sidowalk arca south of Market
atreet south of the river, was read

TQ BAL WOOBEN WALKS,

The ordinance provides for the
building of all sidewalks of stone,
cewent, brick or other hard sub-
stance to take-ihe placo of wood.
‘I'his ouly applics when a new aide-
wzalk is being constructoed ‘or re-:
paired. Also, all daungorous side- '
walks musb bo born up.and in placo
hard substance must bo used.

B D Hartkrader objected 0 tho
buoilding of terraces on  1Sast Court
street, neor his place. Mo thought
these adorments made his place
look uneightly, and thoroby, snado
the surrounding properties loss
valuable. The matter of terracing
was brought up by Fred Cook, who
petitioned the council & month ago
tofbuild o terrace iu the. front of

city's cement|

firgs time,

hig property ou Court etreet




COUNCIL MEETE 0
mmmm ORDINANCES

.

An ordinanco regulating electric
light companies, fixing the yuality
of :that commodity, creating the

_oflice of clectric ingpector, naming
tho waler comuwnissioner ox-oflicio,
and regulating tho-setting of ples,
was road last ovening at fhc spe-
cial meobing of the cily ecouucil.
The inspector shall have aupei-

vigion of fhe atiinging of wires and

ho shall sce that the proper pre-!

- cautions are taken o prevont lire’

or §ho Jogg of lifo. ‘The ovdinanen
also provides for penaltica il the
current is 1ot up to quality.

Another ordinance was intro-
dnced regulating gas, ‘Fhis s
about the samo as theelectric ordi-
nabco which also namcs the water
commisgioner as eox-oflicic. Xoth
ordinances were long and fMll of
. © ey and were discussed

the couneil.
. was presonb and stated

-9 he council should go slow on
the matber of muking the ordi-
nances a city law. o atated that
they were claborate, such as are
soldom seen in the / cities of thia
pizo.- Ino epealking about tho ovdi-
nances which wonld fix the rates
_for gas’and eleetricity, Mc, Rinaker
‘stated that these two companics
. now.oparating in this city were
. manufacturiog fthese commodities
at the lowoest pousible rato, com-
siderab]y lower than is now being
-charged in Ounaha. Also thaf the
oloctric company wag constantly
. improviag ite service in this city
. and he was of tho opinion that the
council should act slowly in an
" vital a matter,

The ordinanco providing for the
pricoe ol gas sot the price of this
comwodity at first ono t.]mumud’
feet. at $1,25,. moro than tiln.tl
smonnt at $1.00.  This ordinanes ;
was adapted from tho one now in'

foree in Lincoln. |

I8 Bihb statod that he loeokel
ab tho fixing of gag pricos av o fox
payer, and eaid that he was with;
tho peaplo in logielating for lawor;

prices.  Ab thesamo fime he :-i:u’:l-/
phat i bhe prico was lixed Dby th
gotiil ko e lJowor fhan the com

panies conld manutacturo the com
modity, it would be detrimentn
to the city inatend of bobtering it
o suid thab the Ligh prico ol con
ahould kizo Le talken into consider-
ation saand fhat overy member of the
eduncil shonld understsnd  thor-
oughly what they were going into
before passing the bill,
On motion the matter was re.
forred to the lishé commiftiles,
Couucilinan  Anderson chairman.
Phis comunitteo  will investignto
tho malter and report to tho coun-
eil, i
Conucitman Milburn stated tlat |
tho question of grading new the’
Congregational chnreh was v sori-
ous matter and asked that the
council grant the sircet commitboc
the services of City Lngineer Pe-
thoud for an expert opinion on the)

mattor. ,Bighth street bebween
botween igh and Grant will'liave

to ba filled ap.  Thiy will mako

tho lots considerably lower th:ml
tho sirect and will catch  all the)
suriace wator.  In order to climi-l
nabe this tho proporty owners will

probably be expectod to grile up
to the lavel. On motion City Xn.;
ginocr TPethoud wae insbruchod tol
aid tho committes on the mattor.

A rosolution for tho construection
of » samitary sower iu blocks 80 and
31 froin Ninkh to Tloventh sireets
in the zlley betweon Market “and
el strests, was read. Thisis a
well populated part of the city and
on motion fhe resolation was
sdopted onil tho city engineer was
instructed to prepare a pad aud
Lprofiln of tho proposed sewor  dis-

NN LY S

g

ST L
if:l‘i(}!;:"l el Moy ity atbotney waa in-
“sbrocted Lo ereabo Lthe now  sowor
fdistrict.  Motion carried.
} Tho licenso cominitéco roported
rand rocommondad that thoy did
'lnnt thinlk it advisable to chango the
,oriinance regulating tho carryall
license. Some of theso Jicensos
“have alroady beon paid and it wag
thought, shiould the ordinance be

changod it would conflici.  ‘Cho re.
port wae adoptod, all voting in the
allimative except Jackson.

In regard to the payment of
$1,620.00 for the construction of;
tl:e sewer in disbrics No. U if was
founa that the sower was all fin-
ishol with the oxception of the
painting of a few iron railings and
tho lovelivg of & manhole.  City
Lingineer Tothoud, however, re-
[naed to aecepb tho sewoer aa finished
until this amall itewm of work waa
finished. !Phisaction congequantly
held off she payment el the monay
fo the confractor, Mr. II C Gaud-
ner. Mre Gavdeer was presendand
explained the sifuaion to the conn-
cil bat o felephone call to  tho city
onginecr did not holp matbers. Af-
tor o fifteen minete discussion the
telephono rang again o coll for the
cily engincer.  He stated that ho
was willing to accept the sewer and
advised a partisl paymeont on same.
This was thought to be a good idea
but just as the motion was ready
to bo put Cily Atlorney Davis
stated that it would be an illegal
proceeding and advised thoe council
to wait until o writhon ropery of
accoptancos wsq recoived  from
Pothond. Le master wag'Goally
disposed of by the council agroeing
to sit in apecial scssion Thursday.
wmorning awl the clainm be allowed,
providing {the neeesanry report s
filed.

City Tongineor D’cthoud roported

PR I - T R = B

-

3lthat tue ganitary sowor -in Llowk

25 waa working smoothly and re. -
ommonded that the 10 por cent
Liold back, ameunting to $22.50 Ie

0
.| paid o the conbeactors, Barkhurss
Cland IMeckathorn.  Motion pro-
1| vailed.
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- 'of the specml lig‘hb comm&tea was

" Tead which ‘recodiiieAts ' that" the
" franthibe.ob A75 Maswell 80d asso-

: .cmm“m_gas_.and -eleqtrio
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WpHEY,
FAidanch.was! J"arattod by Clby. A
fnsy M B Davis which will r uLp,te

: ;The p’j'faeﬂ’ 5Fthe hes ufé:fuel. apd1
: %ght oommod:ﬁ"@paggg,d by c_q’g;

snies in'this ciby.

Vo 'Dhirdqo:alonnﬁ»ﬁhe 'rémt]taot the >

r\edtin 'Ol thE Gotrithiittes wip’h_gl,*.?“

Ustorney Dazig duing. Sha, week.
They ware, ap_goigtea_.bxq ,thnm.un_;}
1 to carefully cona;dar the fran—

ali one per caut df he‘ grqssr‘re-}
,:2911)1"3 of the y p yenr ird

-4 la.use the - comm:tgee -chmrg
B ve ,peg ond, pof, shinking one par.
gt wa;a,gnﬁc:[eq pnlofr & LTl o
.' ”_ 1When. the: mabterwhwwa sabrcmvhq

’ h,ar. ‘haéonld-:hﬁdryw—accepb‘—“tha
: biltahowdd the

arfd bty l}gﬁ'
that

‘Zﬁve per Sans clauas;
' .sfﬂmchlae‘pé glgnkgq"”'_
’ Qanh clauae go. in: &ask
: al ilge! " 29 m,;ihﬁ}"b f N
- in! sy ﬁhe:f.usure: -shonld« ba
-ohiprged theaiie ‘iate; of it low red
gtmt ]ns ra.tajshguld b@,matde eql.u-
table.with. the e rabe, s =i ta -
7City Attorney Davis waa of the
opinion-that-wher s higherTate”
Was asked by the city, the price of
. gas andy electnmty. wodld ;besad-
va.nced wcprdi.ngly and- that evantr-

ELECTRHC

FIEa
Yy Jlat' -

,Pass _geﬁof_Maxwell Eranchlsc Held Unm
:.;"'Qrdmancc is"Draited to Fxx Price -of
_--;f' Qommodlly—--Would ‘Make One
Doliar Maxmmvm Rate,

l;nise and repo ufg
ar meetmg 'J.‘he mmmee :
'-c anged sechio whlchmpr&o

--ereotb
' b esny eoOnd
: 'Ella” bbt veen
'}'Mr Martin was preaant and. asked

,‘ ald into the ciky ﬁtﬂﬂﬂf{hgﬁ’ﬁ%’ :

"F‘v-\-‘.

‘*u,alty th eitiaes Wontd b6y paqu;;
. the five.per. . conb ,m,te.;, Mr Max-.

well gtahed that 1f “this hwas the

pmmn.‘Le w'f-‘mllmg £ str.lka
ont clauge § - altogether and make '
the maxium rate for gas at $1 per
‘thousand, which 'is 25 cents lower
“$han the - ;present!” pl:opoaed rate.
This was afair: proposition bat did.{

ot seem to-he:.appraciated : by the
mambers of the. cooncil, This
would? M dmakd: (1.i6 4 ikipdsaible |
for the., iccm;g::umgr:m to- BAY; the
added five per cen€ rate.

i By vote,of ghe qqunml it A8 des,
gided to Jay thle mater o, Mofil,
the orqu.nce .waa ,Jrafted, i by t%la
_qty attorney Whlch woulql regil-
late the price of gas a.nd e]aetncxty
ip this city,

Joe Martin a.aked perrmcslon to

n.rdsa ?B‘bﬂ

“that he also b6 allowed $0 erech &
‘b'ﬁard"&n the™ TorEh T Eide of Blla
mmhgmh eon: ;nm.amm:th

or; Shultz was of, th iniepn
hha.iia ﬂlfbo:a.rd-ﬁas meodoﬁédem“tha

..}atlig g 1808 tq 'Bofﬁ"‘tﬁe n h;}%htly
“%ith ¢t cads an

flot'li
' 1debr13. On motion the matter wag,
H ;referred o the 5trﬁet oommxttee

LAY

[

. erecti 8, ah.eet ,xron‘

V@G g

Eleciric,

A communication from C Ba,ker
:wn.s road .Bating that t.he exempt
'ﬁraman cerfificabions of hi mgel}
a.nd TH Myers had been destroyed.
if thes burn:.ng of -the -Masonic
-Temple aond asked fbat duphca.t.a

[

Jihe., prayer
g;a.nted. e At

- Streat” Gamm:asmner Pet.er Sta—
wa.rf. stated to_the counncil that ias
his horse and buggy wore used by
the ‘mienibetd of the atmet comuut-
tee to a, Iarge axten& i, ths perfor—
m&ya@ of their offcial. dutles, a.aked
_that:he:be.allowed the :sum- of $10
par mqpth for the keepmg of hm
horse 3 from 3 ‘May to Bept»ember

" of - the pet.lt,lon Waa

t.hast aa, it wonld bo an expenseto '
“the ﬁfy to bire conveyanues for
tie committed it ‘would be & less
,egpenae b0l pay Mr Steward tha ]
Furolt'p pm.yad for in the pet.mon.
PFranted, NS

."Ji

Fa1! Gonncllmah Mtlburn atatéd tha,t.

{80 a:nahy r‘epmrs would ‘be 'made by
the strest’ commlsmoner “thia sum-
mer-in the’ c:ty Pavmg “he” recom-
mandetl that e’ city’ clerk be m:l
iriicted 66 Order auothar car of
paviiig bnckf 8o rderec'l. IS
o Jb? Gmmes ‘aske

1 '! [
ermlssmn 10,
shed .in - the
rear.ol his <premises.at; :No. 321
4 Conrs.street. . "As the prOposed
bul.l}lmg‘would ‘be it the fir limiba

0t §ie city the mattar was referred
tto-thefire-and ‘water committes,

D Hoover again’ came before the

-counml wmh the petition asking

that a cul eqf. be bailt . near; Twen:
ty-f00h snd Markat streote. , A
-pati&on }or ;he 8aI6 bndge Was
bgqught before tha eounc:la. month
lago-and referred-to the -sireet com-
‘mittes. The committee reported
againat the improvement and the
matter dropped. The new peti-
sion;” <-however, way signed. by
rbwenty residents: .of - that section
and‘a motion was made to again
reler ib to the street commlbt.ee.
To- f.Ius acb:on the- -
klckod, amtnng that they had ren. v
dored'a” decision on the mattel

oomm ittee |



and thinking that further invosti-
ga.tlona would only incur an added
expense to the city.  The motion
was arne,uded to pla.ce the commu-
nication on file. Carried.

City Clerk Avey reported to the
council that the payment of the
warrant 0{8125 to. Water Expers
Da.m has; beeur called to questlon
‘and-that the ‘paymient ‘hiad been
stopped by an appeal to the dis-
trict cour? against the “paymént of
Hafmel Od Totion that Teport was

Expert-Davis-was read. -~ The- mas- |
ter. was discussed . a, sqme -length
and 1& wag, _finally decided .bo m-

Pblaced on file...-The _ngtice of apr
peal by Alsttorney B. - Q.. ,Kreb—- :
smger ﬁo‘? the “Tiatrict < ~courb of the_.
-payment"of thg 3125 wa.rmnt. to

The report of Water--Comuiis-
gioner J R ¢ Field for the fiscal.
yoar ending April 30 was 1ead
‘The'total receipts for the year wers
$7,831.69. Expenditures $6 ,719.86,
_Repalrs on _ the water works
amounted to $343.78.  The report
stated ¢hiat thibest - caie- wirbeity
biken of the machinery and tools
at the water vgorka and commended
the engineer on “his thoroughue%a
in the - work, | .:The Toport .
alopted and pl&ced on file.

" Cbajrman, Milburn of the :street

| committee reported on the side-

walks-that bad:-been condemned
over the. clty and Jrecommended
that' the ity ‘talhs | *ateps o ‘re-
pair and bmld these wslks. Repmt
adopted REE

struct City .A.t't.orney M. B Dav;al 81 and §2 Were

wana,n!i
A.peta.twn was xead from, t.h|e the
membera of “the - Baptist' chmch sithrough  that territory.

.proposed: ;Banitary  pewer
at‘.a.taﬁ'g' that when the church.
moved to the new . location ..on. th.e
-Bouthwest corner of Sixth -and Ell:
Btreats, ‘the tower” would prolé t
two feet over the clty parkmg a-nd §!
agked 'permisaion to use this park- 3
ing untul other changes wore ma.d
‘The mayor thougkt the e, of; f,hra
parking woald be. .against what.the
‘councﬂ has been- workmg agamatr
all mntor. ..The atter when', put
to s vote declded in  favor. of.. t.he
Baptwta, but the mayor, raservefl
the'right to veto it if he thought it
aga.mst the ordinance of the. clby.. |,
“A druggiat’s - permit - was fesued:
to W. B. W&ltpra and the a.pphga-
 tion of O, F..Shafter ..was. referred
to the~- apphca,nts ‘as 'the’ lots
and blogk number had not baen m-
claded, i.n thaapphcatnon e
“ A petmon from - elght. ]mckmeq
angd’ dra.y Gwiers to amend the hao
add dray, qrdmance of the . city. by
rapea.ling the: provision requmng a
fee to be ' paid “for- llcenae, or by
makmg stk fee a nominal suin, -
was read. - Referred to hcenao com-
miktaa, ¢+ Lo [ETEIPTE I S :

x.mu». [ ..\ o

ion the matter,

Mayor | 8% petition during this season an'fl

asiBuuliz stated that he iwas: of‘l‘.}.hc.',fn 15 thought thata “large. licengp,
opinion that the, construction of-fie ;ﬂ% be:rd 80" keap outejder: 8 But.

new 20Wers Wid himgve: ‘in/the r:ghlsr) ihe Boatrice bnsingss.

direction, bnt Do:action.-was taken

An ordinancémakin g%h&hcenae one’of, the’ Tighits it the Gonrt’ housa
'fee 0 ottaide carryall men, darin prowdmg the city: would ma.mtam

-~g-1ihe other'wa.a md “ther comm: i
'tha ~Chau utangua eeason 325 was ﬁtqe

A few. of; the re.mdents )n bloc..k
preseut ‘and a.ekedf
to appear’ in the mteresta oE the  that the  council - take 1mmedmte;read lhla action s
! | astion on the madter ‘of exte.ndmg,

t»al.en in bg—
half of the Beatrige” carryall ‘men,.
twho bave to pdt up with outside

IJ'

The: paopomhen from the oount
boa.rd -of “super visors"

fo- mémtam,

,recommendmg that ﬂm pE opOsxﬁlon
banot accepted... The. repors;. WA,
accupted and: placed on*ﬁle -and: the
.court housp is st-ll.l i"thé dgrlr’ I

The bo,nd of H. G Gardner th,e"
contraotor who is $¢.conatruck: b’
8w dewer in sewer: diqtnét No: 6
waa, a.qcepﬁed and” the} 'ma.ym; a.pd
city alerk: instructed $0.:. enter ,into
oonﬁract ~with Mr,: G&rdner for Ghe

nstrncﬁlo,n of thg work:’

Wad (Tl

.drawn fo; eame; - -

.+ The, ,bﬂls of A ;J Pal;houd for
333 for-work.on - aewer riwtneb Ng.-
5'4nd for'$25' for"work- g aet‘re
district No, 6 making & tosal of 35(8

aad:§ 'warraits’ m:der

“TL emeetmg sd;oumed to meet‘.
next I'nday evemng in ap(;cia.l
session. for. the.. cnualdermg of.the

-borrace and axdewalk ordm&uees I

AdJourned S
!'}Mu ¢ /‘/’—" e
! N f . [
-l)(f- ‘-L“‘ (B3 P-t-\ *)



EATON GETS FRANCHISE

. Cily Council in Open Sessioﬁ_ Passes
Amended Gas Franchise Without
a Bond of Any Kind.

From Sundays Daily Sun.

The city council met in special
seasion last ovening and after s
lively discussion by lawyers of
both sides granted a gas franchise
to Charles Eaton. The ordinance
passed last evening is similar to
the one previously proposed with
the exception of the reguirement
for a bond. Neither an indemnity
nor forfeiture bond is required of
the grantee. : .

All members of thecouncil were
present and Mayor Shultz presid-
ed. The clerk read the call for
the meeting.

The ordinance granting the
franchise to Charles Eaton was
read, McColl remarked that he

: bad understood that the franchise
wase {0 have = requirement for a’
bond. - Milburn also said that that
was bis upderstanding of the mat-

"ter, On motion of Harper the or-
dinance was placed upon its sec-

. ond reading and fnal passage.

Judge Hazlett who was present
stuted that he had come to the
mesting ag a tax-payer and not as
the representative of any corpora-
tion or client, He protested
against the granting of the fran-
chise unless an indemnity bond be
exacted, which would relieve the
city of liability in case of damage
to any person or property. He

pointed out that the streets could|

be opened up under the franchise
- and that unless &, bond were ex-
acted, an injured party could not
geot reliaf from the gas company.
'He declared that if Mr. Eaton
meant business he would  be wil.
ling to give a bond for at least
five thousand dollara.

Mr, Rinaker stated that be and
- Mr. Bibb were present merely as
tex-payers and ¢itizen. He stated
that there was no precedent for
‘requiring & bond in connection
with the granting of a franchise

‘the people are enthusiastic ,for

for any public service sorporation

The fraochise is very favorable to

the city. The property of the
company will be bere ag s pledge
for the faithful performance by
the company of the terms of the
franchise.

Mr. Bibb declared an opportun-
ity is at hand for the city to bave
considerable momey .expended
here. Gas will be cheaper and the

~city will be bepefitted in many

ways., It would pot be good
policy for the council to impose
unpecessary, exiraordinary, and
vexatious requirements upon the
gas company which would tend to
embarrass and hinder the work
called for by the franchise.

Judge Hazlett read the bond
clauge from the first ordinance and
demanded to know why such se-
curity was lessnecessary now than
it was a fow weeks ago.

Councilmen Parker and McCol
stated tbat they had understoo2
that a bond should be ssked and
given,

-Judge Davis said that a forfeit-
ure bond could not be secured, but
an indemnity bond would be of
some value to the city.

. Young- Mr. Eaton stated that
bis people were willing to come
here if they are convinced that

their coming. They cannof come!
to invegt their money where there’
is an atmosphere ot hostility. He
wished to get tbe council’s ultima-

tum at onee. ) :
On the roll call all the members|

voted in favor of the ordinance
granting the franchise and it was
carried,

Dot 0%
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NEW GAS CO. WELL RECEIVED

" During the past two days repre-
sentatives of the new gas company
have been making a canvass of the
city. Their object in doing this,
they state, is to discover where
customars wish to use their pro-
duct at once,so they may lay their
mains through those sections of
the city immediately.

That the people are glad to es-
cape from the bondage of costly
fuel and that they welcotue the in-
coming enterprise is evidenced by
the fact that already several hun-
dred consumers have made appli-
cation for gas.

The fact that gas of the finest
quality can be obtained, which,
taking it the year around, is
cheaper and vastly more conven-
ient for a range or small heater
than coal, oil, or the dangerous
gasoline, and which is the most
inexpensive lighting to be had, as-
aures for the new company a place
in nearly every home in Beatrice.

O&"H‘?f (1404
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TO IMPROVE GAS PLANT

The Eaton (as'company is so-
liciting contracts to furnish gas to
Beatrice consumers. The price
stipulated in these contracts is
$1.25 per thousand or the maxi-
mum permitted by the Eaton
franchise. When the Eaton people
commenced agitation for their
proposition they asserted that gas
could profitably be furnished for
85 contg per thousand. The bond-
holders of the old company were
planning much needed improve-
ments in their facilities at that
time. .

As the Eaton campaign for a
franchise progressed the hond-
holders of the old company contin-
ved their work of getting their
plant into shape to tandle all the
business they could get. It was
their understanding that the new
company, if it secured a franchise,
would offer gas for the price they

quoted to the commercial club, 85:

cents.
In the face of this promise of

very cheap gas, the City Gas com-’

pany has continued .to make its

improvements. Mr. Reigen, man-!

ager of the company,yesterday re-

ceived a telegram stating that ma-

chinery ordered some time ago had
been shipped.

Ocr 1817
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IRE AT WORK

NEW OFFICE AT 114 NORTH FFTH STREET

OONSTRUQT TOOL HOUSE

- AND OLEAR GROUNDS. -

S g |
STEAM DITCHER 15 NOT - HERE YET|

Work on Digging of Trenches,
Laying of Pipes, Btc,
to Be Puehed.

The Beatrice Gas' company have
rented the rooms' at 114 Xorth
Fifth street, formerly occupied by
Graham’a hardware store, and a
force of men was put to work yee-
terday getting the place in ahape
‘for occopancy. E, H. North haa
"'the contract for the carpenter work
and Arnold ‘Bros. will furnish'and
-install the office fixtures, which are
- strictly medern and up-to-date.

Both the bagement and first fioor
will be occapied by this company
and they expect to take possession
ingide of twelve daya. '

Work on the new gaa plant will
“begin immediately. The -tool
house has been consérncted, the
grounds oleared and everything ia
now in readinessfor the mascns to
, atart the foundation.

Thig afternoon teams were st;rmg-
ing eight and ten inch mains along
" Cours street. . The steam” ditcher
has not yet arrived, but quick
work will be made of the laying of
the mains when it does.

My, Eston informs TEE ExpPRESs
that the work of digging trenches,
laying -mains, connecting house
pipes and constructing the three
" buildings for the plant will be
pushed at once, Tools and mate-
rial are arriving daily and " every-
-thing points to & speedy comple-
tion and opera.tion of this new gas
-plant. .

(et 23 (904
Dk £4P<7

JllLL  ARRIVING

NEW GAS OOMPANY RE-
CEIVE MACHINERY.

WORK TO  GEGIN SOON ON GISTERN

DIRT TO BE TEROWN BY
TUESDAY NEXT.

OFFIGE ABHﬂT READY FOR OCGUPANGY

Mayor 8igns Ordinance For-
merly - Vacating Front
Street.

The work on the new gas com-
pany’e plant is being pushed as
,rapidly asthe force of men now
employed can rush things along,

"The steam homtmg ‘apparatua
and derrick used in the digging 'of
& cistern, arrived this morning and
‘ten men were at once placed to
work anloading” and -getting this
maching in order. ‘The manager
expects to start throwing dirt by
Tueaday morning. -

The cistern will -be twenty-four
feet deep and sixty-four and ome-
eighth inches in diameter and wiil
be built of concrete.

The new office in the Masonio
Temple building on JNorth Fifth

street is about ready for the furni--

ture. With the signing. foday by
the mayor of the ordinance and res.
(olation
council at its meeting last
Tueaday pight, ’all obstacles
in the way of a epeedy completion
of the new plant, are removed
Just when the new. company
will be able o commence service to
our people- can not,” a8 yet. .be
atated, but Beatricians -may be as-

sured that neither: painanpor expense

will be epared to finish the plant,
connect the service pipes and give
them ‘an up-to-date gas plant,

ﬂc‘]’l 7 { / 4(} é"

pagsed by . the  city -

THROWING DI

WORKONNEWGASPLANT

BEGUN.

WILL BE PUSHED FROM NOW ON

WERE DELAYED (N SE-
OURING LEASE.

EYERYTHING IN SATISFAGII]HY SHAPE

Can Use Ma.ny Able Bodied
Men in Construction -
Work.

» Workmen began work on the
new gas plant this morning.

or pome time operations along
this line bave been ot s standstill,
owing to the fact that there wasa
hitoh in securing the lease to the
Burlington righ$ of-wa.y on’ which
the gas company’s new bmldings
are to be erected.

Yesterday the general aupann-—
tendent of the Burliogton arrived
in the city and the matter was ar-
ranged eatisfactory to both the rail.
road officials and the managerﬁ of
the gas company.

The firms having the contrncha
for ergcting the new buildiugs were
on the grounds this momniag and
mapped out their plana for begin—
ning their part of the work. Bome
changes have been made in the
plang as first outlined.

The layiog of pipes will be atart’.-
od just a8 soon as the other details
of the work can be taken care of.

. Ten men were pub to work this
morning, and the superintendent
informs The Express that he can
use all of the able bodied men who
apply to bim for work from now‘
om,  *

The gent.lemen ‘at the bead ol
the new company are in dead earn-
o8t and.promise to push the work
to & speedy completion.

hav £ 190



‘WHAT CAUSES THE DELAY

‘Eaton Gas Co. Should ‘‘Get Busy"—
Report that Local Capilalists Will
Swing New Enterprise,

The wpeople of Beatrice were
asked to grant a franchise to the
Eaton Gas company under certain
conditions, suggested by the pro-
moters. The franchise was voted,
and the company did not accept it
as they agreed to before the time
expired.

Then the promoters went before
the council again, and at a special
meating, called for the purpose
submitted a new and modified
plan, one containing less restric-
tiops upon the company.

This franchise was also granted,
and a great bluff was made, men
wera advertised for, work was
awarded, the streets have been ab-
structed by pipes, but up to date
no move hss been made towards
erecting the Jplant.  Yesterday
one, of the leading spirits of the

enterprise took bis departure and
it'has generally been talked that is
if the new gas plant is erected, it
will have to be done by a local
company and local capital.

A representative of this paper
tried to interview M. V. Nichols
upon the matter, aud was told by
that gentleman that be was not ir
& position to affirm or deny the
staternent, but that he was going
to conault 8 well-known financier
and would be able to tell us.al
about it within an hour or so.

" As we heard nothing more frot
Mr. Nichols, we conclude that th
rumors are well founded, and th-
the gentlemen who were so anxious
to spend $75,000 {n Jour city, are
simply ‘looking . for $75,000 -to
apend

We truat that the gentlemen aré
acting io.good faith, and will pro-
cead with the work, but in order
to ‘‘restore confidence,” they will
have to get a move on them.

BE LOYAL TO BEATRICE

The OiIJ and Gaé __.Combﬁny":Appeal to
Our Citizens-to_Take Stock in
" the Enterprise’

Since the visit fo our city this
weelt of the Lincoln stockholders
in the Bestrice Oi! and Gas Co.,
and our people have had a chance
to Jearn of the character and
standmg of the gentlemen con-
nected with this enterpris, I think
there is po longer any doubt in
the minds of sensible people as to
the good intentions of this com-
pany, and-it§ ability to complete
the enterprise.in which . it is en-
gaged. Whether, we "succeed in
finding that “for’ which we' are
drilling or not, is yet an unknown
problem,but of ona'thing you may
be assured, when we are satisfied
in this matter,all others may be so,
23 we are prepared w1th an out.ﬁt
to go 4,000 feet if necessary

The stockholders themselves
bave pledged sufficient capital to
complete_the well, but at their
meeting in.this_city thig week it

- was decided to- oﬁer a ama]l por-

tion of the capital'stock for saleto:
Beatrice people .and to: farmers
adjacent Beatrice,

Their object in doing so 15 two-
fold. First, we desire. the cooper-
ation and good will of every per-
son in this city and commumty,
and know of 1o batter way of se-
curing the same than by offering

_ them an interest in this enterprise

on the same basis on which we
ourselves are organized.-

Second, these gentlemen know
that if we - ‘meet w1th gucceds’ n-
this eutarprlss 1t maans a great-
deal to Beatrice and her people,
and therefore they ought.to .be
willing and . anxious to aid the
same, and if .succesaful share in
the profits, and if not, contribute
8 small amount' of the losa whlle
we.carry the prmcipal burden n

-

We 'do not expect, and in fact
do not desire large subscrlptlous
from any- person, but we do think
that all loyal Beatrice people, who
are amply able to do so, sbould
subscribe for & "small’ amouut of
this capital st.ock U

The gentlaman from’ meo]n
who were here bad but a short
time .at their disposa] aod could
not visit all our business men as
they would like to have done, buy
<alled upon a few of them, nearly
all of whom subscribed for a fow
shares of the stock.

Mr, Maupin and myself were
authorized to call upon our people
and golicit subscriptions -for. the
capital atock on the. basis of ten
cents per share., We particularly
desire that. the: owners: of..the
lands on wtich wa hold leasessub.
-geribe for some” of the stock and
take an interest with vs. ..

We shall pot. harrass any_bbd_y,
but hereby offer all a chance to.
gef in on the ground floor.. Youra

for a gusher, . j '
W.N. F ARLOW l
Secretary

ﬂwglf%(o
%&3 Demoerat
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| EATON ACCEPTS FRANCHISE

: (.,hnrles A. Eaton,.to _whom tha'
é;lty ~couneil- recently granted A
as; ;ranchlae, yesterday, by, bis

dgents, filed his acceptance ot;‘the,
tarms jof the frauchlse The;qrdl-
Dance: :equu'es “$hat 1tbe f;:nnthse
sbould be accepted in g riting: :and
the’ acceptancp ﬁlqd with the cl,t.ly
clerk . VA

Now that thls has hean doue: tl_?e
compnny ‘may prosecute the work
of building their plant and: get-
ting: it ipto sbhape to furnish gas.

ﬂﬁ') g] 1900




St lafa)a]s]us

i Lots 1-12, Block 16, Original
s Substation property purchased

by NPPD (Consumers) from
lowa-Nebraska Light & Power
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Former Manufactured
Gas Plant Site

Lots 7-12, Block 71,
Original Town, Beatrice §
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